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Research of the existence and adequacy of available tourist information for 

the Border Region between Bulgaria and Turkey and how it can be improved to 

ensure increased visits to popular archaeological and historical sites. 

 

The condition of the current situation of the studied region, its problematic 

situations, possible opportunities for overcoming them. Its strong resource 

countries, possible recommendations that would be useful for capacity recovery, 

demographic, economic, ecological based on the anthropogenic cultural 

monuments in the border region. 
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This land has an ancient history which is a pride to us, a pride for Bulgaria and a world cultural 

heritage: Miskova niva, the mysterious Dome Tomb of Propada, the mysterious dolmens of Strandzha, the 

Dervent Heights, Sakar and the Eastern Rhodopes, the riches of Thracian mounds, hundreds of sanctuaries, 

Paleokastro, Deultum, Matochina, Urguri, rock churches at Michalich and Matochina, churches and 

monasteries guardians of the spirit.  

Who does not know about the Vulchan Voivoda, who did not listen to the frightening Indzhe and his 

flag-bearer Kara Kolyu, the Bibal family, the fearless Stefan Karadzha, the Strandzha Oborishte - Petrova 

niva, the sacrifice and the heroism of the rebels of the Preobrazhenie uprising, the Bulgarian army was 

thrown like a horrible torrent against the enemy in 1912, for the thousands of Bulgarians who had suffered 

from Thrace and Macedonia to find a new home. 

This is the fire and the embers of our history, which we keep from extinction, which we do not forget 

and pass from generation to generation. 

Nature here is wonderfully beautiful, gentle, enchanting, purifying, giving strength - here is the natural 

Strandzha universe, the dense forests on the Tundzha River, the raw beauty of the Dolna Tundzha Gorge, 

here the royal eagles roam over the Sakar Mountain, and they end this beautiful natural fairy tale. 

The people who have stayed very little here - these good, hardworking, tired guardians of the Bulgarian 

spirit and traditions - here will always welcome the playful sounds of the bagpipe and the drum, the magic 

and fire of the fire-dancing, the melodious and tender Strandzha and Thracian songs, the delicious home-

dishes , the enchanting wines and the hospitality of the ordinary Bulgarians. 

Our region is a fortress of Bulgarianness on the border of Christianity and Islam. 
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The twelve studied municipalities cover a territory which is entirely border region of the Republic of 

Bulgaria with the Republic of Turkey or that is 7 531 141 square meters. about 7.5 - 8% of the country's 

territory. 

On this territory in early 2016, there are 195 174 citizens of the Republic of Bulgaria or about 2.5%. of 

the country's population, scattered in 193 villages. 

But removing the 12 municipal centers - Sozopol, Primorsko, Tsarevo, Malko Tarnovo, Sredets, 

Bolyarovo, Elhovo, Topolovgrad, Lyubimets, Svilengrad, Harmanli, Galabovo, Simeonovgrad and 

Chernomorets and Ahtopol, where 124 854 citizens of the Republic of Bulgaria, in the remaining 180 

settlements of the region live only 71 320 citizens, only less than 1% of the population of the country, 

territory there is, but there are no people. 

As from the municipal centers only Malko Tarnovo and Topolovgrad are within the research area and 

the rest are situated along the periphery of the studied region, along the Black Sea coast, the valleys of the 

rivers Maritsa, Sazliyka, Tundzha and the northern border part of the Strandzha Mountain and the Dervent 

Heights. 

There is a critical demographic situation and a deepening permanent process of territory depopulation. 

Apart from the overall condition of the municipalities of Svilengrad, Sozopol, Primorsko, Harmanli and 

Tsarevo and to a certain extent Lyubimets, the rest of the situation is a terrible and terrible experience, which 

leads to a lot of other problems related to the existence of the people and the municipalities. 

It's hard to live here today. And state measures have to be taken because it may be that people in the 

border areas can not be left shortly. And here I want to introduce with pain of the soul a long-standing 
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regional term that applies with full force to the region - South-disappearing Near-border Bulgaria. What are 

the reasons for this and is there a way out of this impasse? 

An attempt to overcome this placid situation on the part of the State was made 36 years ago, local 

people still remember the 22 Council of Ministers decree of 10.05.1982 for the accelerated socio-economic 

development of the fourth and fifth functional settlement systems from the border regions and the Strandzha-

Sakar region in the eighth five-year period until 1990 and the Council of Ministers Decree No 60 of 1984 

with a program for accelerated economic development of Strandzha - Sakar and other border regions of the 

country. These decrees really did have a positive effect, but unfortunately for a brief, past history. 

Now think responsibly and right about today and tomorrow. 

The region is rich - sea, forests, beautiful scenery, rich land, natural resources, monuments of culture, 

deserted building fund. 

There are good conditions for the development of agriculture and stock-breeding, for viticulture and 

perennial crops, for herbs and technical crops, for fruits and vegetables, for the Sericulture industry, for the 

light and food industries, the deposits of natural resources enable the development of the mining industry, 

tourism can develop on the basis of rich cultural heritage and beautiful scenery. Everything can, except that 

someone has to do it, and who can do it unless we citizens of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

We want to succeed this area of Bulgaria to be a place where people can live well and to be proud that 

they are Bulgarians here on the border, here to stay our children, here to work here to live our lives worthy 

here to there is a future, not just a past. 
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Let's finally understand what the Apostle wanted to tell us with his "People???" in the people is the 

power, in the people are the opportunities to overcome the difficulties, in the people is the fate of Bulgaria. 

And do not forget the decree of Vasil Levski –  

“If it is for Bulgarian, then the time is in us and we are in time; it turns us around and we turn it” 

The border region between Bulgaria and Turkey, which covers the low mountains of the Strandzha 

Dervent Heights and Sakar Mountain, is a vast natural-geographic and cultural-historical region that 

occupies the southeastern part of the territory of Bulgaria and the northeastern part of European Turkey. 

Despite the significant historical and natural features, this border Bulgarian region is currently one of 

the most run-down and underdeveloped part of the country. 

The population density is very small, perhaps its lowest, age and demographic structure is strong, 

irretrievable and unfavorable, and in general, the demographic situation can be described as terribly critical, 

almost tragic without any prospect of state-level decision and value; useful for the country itself. 

Critically, even the collapse of the old branches of the local economy, the state of the economy and the 

economy is in a bottomless downturn, with a deep decline in all branches except forestry, marine tourism 

and the extractive industry in the Sakar Mountains. 

The same applies to terribly many aspects of transport and social infrastructure; the border region now 

has deep, almost insurmountable problems, the predominant ones being unsustainable at this time especially 

for the predominant part of the territory, how they endure and how they survive the few remaining true 

Bulgarians in this a wonderful and forgotten Bulgarian region. 

Economic sectors that maintain some economic vitality in the region and have real resources and 

prospects include timber, tourism and organic farming. 
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And the reality of today is a complete mess and statelessness, a lack of any prospect and the right 

decisions for the near future. 

For example, in the forestry sector, there is a strong lack of common planning, which leads to 

exploitation for forest harvesting, which would be more lucrative as an alternative and leisure tourism 

environment. 

In maritime tourism, especially in tourism, there is no sense of power in the region in the region, and 

attempts are being made to develop unregulated investment projects that do not conform to the specific 

status of the site. 

In cultural and cognitive tourism, the border region has a huge base that would be a great impetus for 

the development of the region and its transformation into a prosperous region at European level with year-

round use of the anthropogenic cultural resources to bear economic income and to form a gross product 

better than that of the state itself. But the majority of the significant monuments of human culture are of no 

interest to them, the ministry of culture, regional and local authorities, and that is a huge resource. 

Here, the Boundary South-disappearing Bulgaria problems are many, complex, deep, difficult and 

almost unsolvable. 

Working in a piece, each municipality and each area is a state of its own, it is necessary to go with the 

help of the state to create a common cultural tourism product to present to everywhere in the world the 

border region to consider a specialized state government of this border region. 

Lack of interest on the part of the state, the ministry of culture and the regional authorities. There is no 

conservation and restoration work on the unique and globally-researched sites studied, and why not the 

initial reconstruction of the most unique sites. 
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Efforts to make sites become all-year-round tourist attractions by considering the upgrading and 

socialization of areas around attractions and building good transport and social infrastructure. Providing 

good service throughout the year and good promotion of attractions outside Bulgaria. 

Think of being a good owner of what he has to do and developing it in a closed cycle that produces a 

quality end product. 

This end product attracts capital and people. The end product is a brand to offer itself and be desired in 

Europe and around the world. An end product can be offered by many industries to be the level, to determine 

the level, the standard of life in this rich Bulgarian region. 

 

Very important, positive and significant is the role in preserving nature, the monuments of culture 

and the traditions of the region is playing for the moment and is the only good example in the region, namely 

the NPD Strandzha. 

In 1995, it was established as a natural park, which covers the territory of Malko Tarnovo municipality, 

almost the whole Tsarevo municipality and a very small part of Primorsko Municipality. 

It is Bulgaria's largest natural park, which occupies more than 1% of the national territory. For the past 

22 years, the park management has made considerable efforts to preserve the valuable treasures of Strandzha 

and to make it an area for modern alternative tourism. 

There have been first positive results for years. 

At the same time, the deep problems of local society and economy are escalating and it is already clear 

that they can not be resolved solely by economic, social or conservation measures, large territorial solutions 

are needed, practical and adequate urgent state aid must be like Surgery . 
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The establishment of a new generation of GMPs in the region strongly supports sustainable 

development by balancing its economic, environmental, social and cultural priorities. 

The Biosphere Park has provided the missing general management of the territory, but only a part of it, 

by setting sustainable goals: enhancing the welfare of the local community, exploiting the economic potential 

of the region's resources (tangible, intangible, labor), preserving and improving the state of the environment 

for future generations. 

One of the main tasks of the NPD Strandzha and an important priority is to provide tourist information 

of all kinds for the protected area and how it can be improved to ensure increased visits to the popular 

natural and historical sites. 

But tourism advertising, presenting and offering the natural and anthropogenic wealth of the region 

should cover not only the NPD Strandzha, but also the whole border region from Rezovo to Kapitan 

Andreevo. 

NPD Strandzha could be a good project from and to the country itself for the salvation of such areas in 

Bulgaria, which is by no means few, by showing, identifying and using with practical use and in practice the 

available resources and stimulating the real and existing in space factors for sustainable development, 

seeking help from the local community and at local, regional, state, and European Union level in these 

backward areas. 

We emphasize and focus on the resources available, which are a great state and European wealth, 

which must finally come into circulation, bring goodness and goodness not only to the local community, not 

only to Bulgaria but to the whole of Europe. Identifying the problems and their possible practical solutions 

and desirable prospects for this magical Bulgarian region. 
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 The emphasis is not only on the territory of the nature park (the municipalities of Tsarevo and Malko 

Tarnovo) but also takes into account the opportunities and problems of the neighboring municipalities 

Sozopol, Primorsko Sredets, Bolyarovo, Elhovo and the municipalities of Sakar Mountains - Topolovgrad, 

Svilengrad, Harmanli , Lyubimets, Simeonovgrad and Galabovo, which are a composite part of the 

Strandzha Mountain, the Dervent Heights and the Sakar Mountains. 

 

The study is presented as follows: 

1) Assessment of the resource potential of the region on which the seven complex regional problems 

are established. These are - demographic, political, economic, social, infrastructure, cultural and 

environmental issues. 

2) Inserting and analyzing the various strengths and weaknesses and hypothetical but realistic 

possibilities to overcome the collapse in the border region, the possible ways and their understandable 

aspects, initial hypotheses about the indicators that can express them. Possible future activities of state and 

local authorities to undertake activities by municipalities, districts, ministries, state aimed at practical 

measures for sustainable development. 

3) The optimal possible future and state support for Strandzha - Sakar: a rich rural area with prosperous 

livestock and forestry, open to eco and cultural tourism and strictly maintained reserve areas is defined. 

Practical proposals that are first, understanding the depth and seriousness of the problems, the will for their 

swift and immediate solution, reaching a consensus on common governance and work in the region. The 

current government, where dozens of institutions and administrations take decisions not only for Strandzha 

but also for the entire border region or parts of it, is a pledge of lack of initiative and loss of scale effects. A 
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Bulgarian proverb says “Many grandma’s - effete child”, but here the case is just cruel, there is no child any 

longer. 

4) Necessarily, the region must receive a state incentive that includes some privileges to the central 

budget, as well as the promotion of sectors that have a strong local resource. 

The near history tells another story, but in a very different demographic situation: 

The new history of Strandzha and Sakar shows that thanks to forestry and agricultural production 

cooperatives in the period 1922 - 1944 a sustainable economic upturn has been achieved, but then there 

was no demographic problem, so strong and cruel today. 

What's the way ... 

Possibilities for granting low interest loans from the Bulgarian Development Bank in order to build 

industrial capacities in the Region such as cooperative dairies, meat factories, tourist attractions, bio-

agricultural production, beekeeping, herbs and spices and woodworking enterprises can start the regional 

economic revival, etc. Among other suggestions for the economic upsurge of Strandzha is the construction 

of modern and ecologically clean recreation bases near the sea and in the interior of the mountain. 

For a favorable overall development environment, it is imperative to take a wide range of practical 

measures tailored to the local resources and conditions available - such as demilitarization of the territory, 

including the removal of the wire border fence. (Perspective is the idea that part of the Cold War 

enclosures should be preserved as an open-air museum). Interesting ideas about the benefits of 

introducing a regional currency can also be discussed to help put an end to cash outflows. Small and 

medium-sized enterprises investing in the territory of Strandzha-Sakar can enjoy a relatively wide range 

of tax privileges and production facilities. 
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Hunting tourism also has a place in sustainable regional development, but it currently enjoys privileges 

that do not match its revenue potential. Critically, the development of RES energy that is appropriate at 

household / family farm level as well as on anthropogenically damaged terrain should be critically 

assessed, but it should not be allowed on an industrial scale on the scarce meadows and pastures of the 

region. 

  

It is logical to assume that economic revival may be at the heart of demographic stabilization, not the 

opposite: as is the unsuccessful experience of the Stranzha-Sakar program in the 1980s. 

 

Unfortunately, at present, most of the resource flows in the region are adding value outside the region, 

which is a prerequisite for its impoverishment. Statelessness in this border region over the last 30 years 

has been a demographic collapse where the region has been agonizing for more than 15 years without 

taking even simple and ineffective measures. Everything is on its own and on the survival, as if it is here 

the maxim behind us and the flood. A significant proportion of the population has fallen due to external 

aid, poverty and lack of poverty inside the region, day by day is a credo. 

The minorities are a majority, and will continue to be a majority used primarily for electoral purposes; 

the proportion of illiterates is significant; the people who live with their stomach represent a predominant 

majority in the region. Such is the demographic picture in Strandzha - Sakar today. 

The decline of Strandzha-Sakar is the result of national political and managerial mistakes that have to 

be compensated in time, and now it is his time, then time will stop forever. Stalin's maxim will be acting 

as a "No man, no problem". Perhaps another prospect ... With such an acute economic and demographic 



 

  

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and 

historical objects” 

13 

crisis, it is no longer appropriate to rely solely on the restoration potential of the local community. 

Strandzha has a sustainable future provided that state incentives are provided which take into account the 

local resources and rely mainly and mainly on them, but avoiding direct interference in the closed regional 

cycle - which is at the heart of the failure of the "Republic of Youth" 1980s. 

In the near future, the territorial significance of Strandzha - Sakar may increase sharply due to the fact that 

it is a border of the European Union with the candidate for membership Turkey. Boundary of Christianity 

and Islam. A real boundary. 

Give God, yes, but no. Today, the border is a neural region because of the Syrian war and the Middle 

East Middle East refugee wave. Neuralgic region because of the weakness and lack of ownership of the state 

of the state and the inability to respond adequately and strongly to the challenge of impact, dependence and 

community character, not taking into account the remoteness of the region's local problems in the center of 

Europe, if there is no one who strongly and responsibly puts them on the agenda for their solution. 

But things may well have a good end and opportunity. Of course, blessed are the believers. The positive 

outlook may eventually affect property prices, the intensity of exploitation of resources, the demographic 

picture. The Bulgarian state must have an answer for the challenges ahead. This border area between 

Bulgaria of the European Union and Turkey must once again become a prosperous region of acceptable 

population density, in which nature preservation, focused on the unique Strandzha flora around the riverside 

system of the Veleka and Rezovska rivers, the revival and presentation of unique world cultural 

anthropogenic masterpieces, with which practices our country could be a model for imitation in the Balkans. 

The natural resources and cultural heritage of Strandzha - Sakar have the potential for more than that. 

   Sustainable development in a regional sense can be understood as a management that balances four 
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key priorities: environmental, economic, social, cultural. 

The indicators that measure the results of sustainable development can therefore be grouped into five 

main categories: environmental (of the natural environment); economic, social, anthropological, 

cultural - historical and managerial. 

The progress in the economic and social development priorities often comes at the expense of 

environmental and cultural degradation. At the same time - this is true especially for Strandzha Mountain, 

Dervent Heights and Sakar Mountain - demographic and social decline do not necessarily lead to 

environmental improvements. 

The complex attitude towards the border region - the attitude towards the Strandzha Mountain, the 

Dervent Heights and the Sakar Mountains, where there are many serious problems that are incompatible not 

only with the idea of sustainable development but also with the idea of any positive "development" these 

problems are urgent, deep and unresolved for many years and lead the region to ruin and a difficult situation 

in the coming years, which will be a serious problem for the country itself. 

The change in the region has been strongly negative for many years now for more than 50 years; it is 

expressed in progressive depopulation, hence loss of cultural identity, very weak economic activity, 

destruction of material anthropogenic millennial cultural heritage, stress of highly vulnerable ecosystems, 

organizational frustration against illegal practices, and a number of other processes that overlap and question 

the existence of the Bulgarian Strandzha - Sakar as a natural - cultural entity. 

As the South-disappearing  Border Bulgaria still constitutes a significant part of the territory of the 

country, the problems mentioned are of the interest of the national, not only of the regional policy. 

The 12 municipalities concerned cover a territory which is entirely border region of the Republic of 
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Bulgaria with the Republic of Turkey or it is about 7,531 141 square meters. about 7.5 - 8% of the country's 

territory. 

On this territory in early 2016, there are 195,174 citizens of the Republic of Bulgaria or about 2.5%. of 

the country's population, scattered in 193 villages. 

But removing the 12 municipal centers - Sozopol, Primorsko, Tsarevo, Malko Tarnovo, Sredets, 

Bolyarovo, Elhovo, Topolovgrad, Lyubimets, Svilengrad, Harmanli, Galabovo, Simeonovgrad and Ahtopol 

and Chernomorets, where 121, 854 citizens of the Republic of Bulgaria, in the other 180 settlements of the 

region survive only 73,320 citizens, only about 1% of the population of the country, there is territory, but 

there are no people.. 

If in the coastal municipalities of Sozopol, Primorsko and Tsarevo there is a certain positive 

demographic and economic impulse in recent years related to the development of sea tourism, the same can 

be said for Svilengrad, Lyubimets and Harmanli related to the development of a service sphere around the 

main road vegetable growing and vine-growing, the Malko Tarnovo, Sredets, Bolyarovo, Elhovo and 

Topolovgrad regions in the west are in deep economic and demographic decline. 

It is already obvious that the regress and collapse of Strandzha, Dervent Heights and Sakar Mountains 

can not be overcome either by sporadic departmental campaigns or by the considerable, but limited, 

"adventurous" tourist interest. 

Widespread poverty and lack of life perspectives are often the cause of ecologically destructive 

behavior. 
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The risk for the ecosystems is also borne out by the limited capacity of local governments to oppose the 

economic and political external interests that are inadequate to the specific profile and potential for 

community development. As the area under consideration does not have sufficient human resources to 

develop productions and various useful modern activities, neither the more valuable minerals nor the 

inexhaustible abundance of wood, namely the preserved ecosystems and historical monuments, as well as the 

preserved traditions, are its "wealth" - the chance for a more complete economic development of this region. 

The border region of South-East Bulgaria remains out of the negative global industrial impact on the 

environment, but this does not mean that the quality of nature does not deteriorate, but more lives in this 

Bulgarian region will go slowly and securely, under the impartial view of the uninterested mother Bulgaria 

from the capital. 

The story is long and the story is fascinating with many dramatic moments, the important thing is that 

there is no one to tell it soon. It is well established that the anthropogenic pressure in Strandzha-Sakar began 

to change the appearance of the region from the Late Bronze Age, i.e. more than 3500 years. The Bulgarian 

historians (Fol, etc.) define Strandzha-Sakar as one of the peaks of the "golden triangle" of the Thracian 

civilization - which means a dense settlement network and landscaping for the needs of agriculture, livestock 

and ore mining. Being in close proximity to Constantinople and then Istanbul, forests of the Strandzha and 

Sakar Mountains have been undercut for centuries, especially in the production of charcoal. However, if we 

have to determine the most negative historical factor for Strandzha, this is the division of its territory 

between Bulgaria and Turkey after the Balkan wars, which was a very serious blow to the region. 

After 1944, the special border regime of Strandzha protected it from certain defects typical of the era of 

socialism, but it was "compensated" with the decline of human communities and deliberate harvesting. 
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The seemingly wild Strandzha and the Sakar settlement were never strict reserves and bear a deep 

human footprint on them. But in the more difficult places in the mountains, there are still many habitats that 

are not just preserved, but have survived by a miracle in Europe - relics of colchicine vegetation, which in 

the world are only analogous to the seaside regions of the Caucasus. In this sense, Strandzha's natural 

heritage conservation policies are not only a national but also a European and global priority. 

The same conclusion applies and imposed and should have prevented the destruction of the numerous 

monuments of the Megalithic culture in Strandzha - Sakar in recent decades. But this historical value with 

significant scientific, cultural and tourist potential was severely damaged in return for nothing. 

Today, the challenge of effectively preserving the region's natural and historical capital is still a challenge; all 

the more so as to create the necessary conditions so that nature and history bring a real dividend to the local 

community, which is the natural owner of this heritage of the Bulgarian state and of the European Union. 

The sustainable development of South-East Border Bulgaria should include, of course, new practical 

human policies on: forestry and sustainable forest management, maritime tourism; cultural tourism, fishing; 

specialized tourism in its alternative forms (ethno, eco, rural, adventure, historical); preservation and 

promotion of the cultural and historical heritage of the region; maintaining biodiversity; key species - 

indicators of ecosystem quality; agriculture and livestock; transport and communications; vital communities; 

household infrastructure, including landfills; promoting demographic growth; enhancing education; ethnic 

integration; small business; European projects; organic farming, herbs and beekeeping; conservation of 

ecosystems; reintroduction of biological species; communal finance; increasing value added by processing in 

the region; promoting traditional industries and crafts; waters - and a number of others 
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Resources and problems on the territory of South-disappearing  Border Bulgaria: 

Natural resources, from the creator, of this blessed area: 

In a quick look at the facts of the South-East Bulgaria, the territory is analyzed and evaluated in terms 

of abiotic (climate, geological characteristics, waters, soils) and biotic factors (vegetation and habitats, 

forests, flora and fauna). 

Situated in the southeastern part of Bulgaria, Strandzha is a low mountainous area - the highest point in 

the Bulgarian part of the mountain is Mount Golyamo Gradishte with 710 m above sea level. In Turkey, the 

largest and taller part of Strandzha remains, with the peak of Mahdia at 1031 meters above sea level. The 

state border crosses the Border Hidden, only the Bosna ridge remains entirely in the Bulgarian territory. To 

the north, Strandzha stretches over Sozopol with the branch of Medni Ridge, to the east the mountain meets 

the Black Sea. The Tundzha river is considered to be the western border for the Strandzha mountain range. 

 Strandzha is the mountain range that stretches south of the Bourgas Bay and the Mandren Lake 

between the Black Sea, the Dervent Heights and the Ergene River (Trajan Agrigane), and its southeast 

reaches the Bosporus Strait. 

To the northwest, the border is formed from the valley of the Sredetz River, which flows into Mandren 

Lake, and to the southwest it reaches the Upper River, a tributary of the Tundzha River (Thodos), where a 

small saddle separates it from the Dervent Heights . Through a narrow part of the water ridge, Strandzha 

joins with the Bakadzhik hills. 

The shape of the mountain resembles an irregular triangle, which rises pyramidally in height, its peak 

resting on the Bosphorus, and the base of the Bourgas Bay, Mandrensko Lake and the Dervent Heights. 
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The territory is about 10 000 km² and has a maximum length of about 260 km and a width of about 86 

km (along the Bourgas - Lozengrad line). 

The Strandzha Mountain is a border crossing between the continents of Europe and Asia. 

Sakar is a comparatively low mountain situated in Southeastern Bulgaria between the valleys of the 

Maritsa and Sazliyka rivers in the west and Tundja in the east. To the north, the Sokolitsa river valleys (the 

Sazliyka river) and the Sinapovska river - a right tributary of the Tundzha River, separate Sakar from the 

Monastery Heights. In its southern footsteps passes the state border of the Republic of Bulgaria with the 

Republic of Turkey, behind which remain its most extreme southeast slopes. 

The mountain is an elongated isometric dome 40 km long and 15 to 20 km wide. The mountain 

stretches from northwest to the southeast along a stretch of 75 km and its width in the middle reaches 35 km. 

On the Bulgarian territory it occupies an area of 1844 sq. km. (1 844 000 decares). The main ridge is located 

northwest - southeast and divides it in two parts - north and south. There are a number of peaks, such as 

Chukata (542 m), Mogilite (629 m), Bachvata (640 m), Kartala (735 m), Kamiktepe (759 m), Vishegrad (856 

m), Huntova arpalak (776m), Ushite (679 m), Yanicherska mound (586 m), Dervish mogila (690 m), 

Golyam Karabash (536 m), Malak Karabash (464 m). The highest point of the mountain is Mount Visegrad 

(856 m above sea level) in central Sakar, the access regime is limited because it is on the territory of a 

military unit. and the lowest - the mouth of the river Toklu dere - 45 meters above sea level. 

In different parts of the territory so defined, living conditions vary considerably, both in terms of 

climate and ecosystems, and socio-economic. As a Strandzha, seven Bulgarian municipalities can be 

identified: Sozopol, Primorsko, Tsarevo, Malko Tarnovo, Sredets, Bolyarovo and Elhovo. A Sakarski 5 

municipalities Topolovgrad, Svilengrad, Lyubimets, Harmanli, Simeonovgrad and Galabovo. 
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Again, let us return to the good practice that can be the basis for the future, which may be better, not 

only for Strandzha but for the entire region of South-Easting Border Bulgaria. 

The Standzha State Nature Park established in 1995 (115 838 ha according to computer calculations on 

the digital model) has 21 settlements, including two towns. There are territories with their own nature 

conservation status: 5 reserves, 12 protected areas and 17 nature landmarks. About 80% of the site is a forest 

fund that is managed by 5 state forestries. 

The Administration of the Nature Park was established in November 1995 by the former Forestry 

Committee as the People's (then) Strandzha Park Administration. In 1998 the Directorate was transformed 

into a Legal Personality Directorate directly subordinated to the National Forestry Authority at the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Forests. To date, the Strandzha Nature Park Directorate is a specialized territorial unit of 

the Executive Forestry Agency (EAG) at the Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF). Its activity is also 

coordinated with the Regional Directorate of Forests in Burgas. 

The Nature Park Directorate (NPD) Stranzha conducts the state policy for management and control of 

the protected area in order to protect its unique nature in the long term and to ensure the sustainable socio-

economic development of the area. NPD Strandzha is responsible for the two Strandzha Protected Areas - for 

the conservation of wild birds and natural habitats. The scope of its activities covers conservation and 

restoration of biological and landscape diversity; educational, promotional, consulting and advertising 

activities aimed at enhancing the ecological culture of the local population and visitors to the Park; 

construction and maintenance of the park infrastructure for tourism and recreation services; carrying out 

scientific and applied research activities; creating and maintaining a database for the Park and its adjacent 

territories. An important part of the activity of the Directorate is the control activity. According to the Rules 
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of Organization (in force on 10.02.2012), the GMP exercises control over compliance with the Forestry Act, 

the Hunting and Game Conservation Act, the Protected Areas Act, the Fisheries and Aquaculture Act, the 

Medicinal Plants Act, the Law on Biological Water Law, the Agricultural Property Protection Act, the 

Agricultural Land Protection Act and the secondary legislation for their implementation, as well as other 

laws and regulations for which it has been authorized by the implementing body. The NPD controls 

compliance with the regimes, norms and conditions set out in the ordering declarations and with the plans for 

management of the nature park, protected areas and protected areas of other categories that fall within the 

territorial scope of the Directorate. 

The headquarters of the Directorate are in the town of Tarnovo. Since 2003, the office of the 

Directorate in Tzarevo, where two experts work. 

In 2007 in Malko Tarnovo an information and visitor center of the Strandzha DNP was opened, in 2011 

in Gramatikovo, and in 2012 - Specialized nursery for rare species and Visitor Center in Kachul, near the 

village of Gramatikovo, near to Veleka River. The implementation of the OPE is expected to open an office 

and information and visitor center in Ahtopol. 

Natural resources as a major resource for the development of the Strandzha Mountain, the 

Dervent Heights and the Sakar Mountains, on the basis of these facts from antiquity, developed a rich 

human culture in the region: 

In the climatic plan in the Strandzha Mountain three zones of the mountain can be identified: Seaside 

Strandzha, Inner Strandzha and Western Strandzha. The area by the sea is characterized by the highest 

temperatures, less rainfall, winter maximum and snowy winter. Days with snow cover are under 20, and in 

Tsarevo the rainfall is an average of 650 mm per year. The climate is determined by the Mediterranean 
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influence. At Rezovo the average January air temperature is 3.2
 о

С - it decreases to the west, and in Malko 

Tarnovo it reaches 1.4oC. In Tsarevo the days with air temperature above 10
 о

С are 222 - in Malko Tarnovo 

200. The mild climate makes the Strandzha beach particularly attractive for tourism, as the tourist season can 

be extended. Prospective is the cultivation of warm-water crops.  

In the interior of the mountain, average temperatures are decreasing, with snow cover days double the 

coast. Precipitation is growing significantly, with an annual average of 969 mm in Malko Tarnovo. A second 

maximum peak occurs in May - June. The stricter zoning divides the interior of Strandzha into two 

vegetation - climatic areas: the region of the greenery and the Strandzha mountain. The Greenland area has 

the most interesting flora - thanks to it being sheltered from Mount Papua and the winters are considerably 

softer; along with the sea breeze penetrates the river valleys of Veleka and Rezovska and increases the 

humidity of the air. To the west, the Mediterranean influence is gradually weakening and giving way to the 

continental climate, with rainfall decreasing, which is reflected in a significantly poorer plant cover. 

Although Veleka and Rezovska are deep-water rivers (at their mouth Veleka's bed reaches a width of 

150 m at medium water), in general Strandzha is characterized by low water density. A number of Veleka 

tributaries in the summer are drying up, which is a natural threat to the animal world in the rivers. Veleka is 

the only large Bulgarian river whose trough is not corrected, but corrections, several decades ago, have been 

made around the mouth of the Rezovska border, which has already affected adversely the river. In general, 

Rezovska River is not well studied. Downstream spills occur regularly. In general, the waters in the 

Strandzha River can be considered clean. 

In spite of the great diversity of soil and the presence of several rare soil types of scientific value for 

Europe and the country, soil fertility in Strandzha is too low. On the other hand, biodiversity is exceptional: 
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about 120 habitats are represented in the nature park. This is the widest variety of natural habitats from all 

protected sites in Europe. Of these 13 habitats are specifically Strandzha. The park has 1666 species of 

higher plants, of which 63 species are relict and 7 species are found only in this region of Europe. The 

faunistic diversity is represented by 41 species of fish, 9 amphibians, 23 reptiles, 129 breeding birds, 62 

mammals. The variety of invertebrate animals is very large, yet under-researched. Within the park there are 

501 medicinal plants, which is equivalent to 70% of the wild plants in Bulgaria. Of these, 144 are of 

economic importance and are being collected. 

The Strandzha vegetation is unique. The deciduous deciduous forests predominate here, but there is a 

relic core of Euxinian (Southern Black sea) floral elements. These are remnants of the evergreen laurel 

forests of the Pliocene Eternal Spring (5.3 - 2.6 million years ago): in the forests of Eastern Beech and 

Sessile Oak there was formed a pond of evergreen shrubs, the most characteristic of which is the Strandzha 

Zelenika (Rhododendron ponticum).  

 

On the territory of Europe, this type of vegetation is preserved only in Strandzha due to the relatively 

warm and humid climate, mitigated by the sea impact and the Mediterranean cyclones passing over the 

mountain. The evergreen laurel underpass converges the Strandzha forests with the Malaysian Black Sea and 

the West Caucasus, which together form the euxinian botanical-geographic province. Besides the Euxinian 

species, the flora of Strandzha also includes a significant number of Mediterranean species, as well as 

Central European, Balkan, Pontic (Northern Blacksea), Asian, and Atlantic. All this determines the 

exceptional scientific and ecological value of Strandzha and explains why the European Union's 

Environment Ministers have declared Strandzha as a priority for conservation - one of the five in Central and 
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Eastern Europe. 

Sakar Mountains Natural Resources: Most of Sakar falls in the Continental Mediterranean climate 

area. The most characteristic features of the climate here are warm summer and mild winters, comparatively 

small annual temperature amplitude, autumn-winter maximum rainfall and lack of snow cover in the lower 

southern parts. 

The average annual temperature fluctuates depending on the altitude between 12°C and 9°C, the 

average January is between 1°С and - 1.5°С and the average July - between 23 and 21°С. 

Annual precipitation amounts are between 550 and 800 mm water column per square meter. The snow 

cover is perishable, but there are also cases of heavy snowfalls. The number of snow cover days is between 

15 and 50 and grows at altitude. 

The summer period is warm, sunny and dry. In July the average cloud reaches only 25% and the 

maximum temperatures often reach and even exceed 40 ° C. 

In the area, hailstorms often fall during the warm half-year. 

In relation to the climate, the area under consideration could be divided into three climatic sub - 

regions: 1. The valley of the Maritsa River south of Harmanli, the valley of the Tundja river south of 

Knyazhevo-Srem gorge, the southwestern and southern slopes of the mountain. 2. The high parts of the 

Sakar Mountain over 400 m. 3. The low northern parts of the mountain and the vast northern and 

northwestern Sakar foothills. Relief and climate have a significant effect on the hydrological characteristics 

of the area. The mountain is a hydrographic junction. During autumn-winter high water (December-

February), 50-55% of the annual rainfall amount is drained. During the peak season, between June and 

November, only 15-20% of the annual flow is formed. The smaller rivers completely dry up during the year 
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for several months (summer and autumn). The rivers are characteristic of the region during the winter and 

early spring. The rivers that spring out of the Sakar are small, short and with little outflow. To combat 

erosion and the needs of agriculture in the 60s and 70s of the twentieth century, a large number of micro-

dams were constructed in Sakar. They are located mostly on the way to small rivers and gullies with unstable 

annual outflow. Subsequently, they are used for fishing and fish breeding, for irrigation and watering of 

animals and also for winter havens of migratory and breeding birds. At the bigger micro dams there are 

beautiful natural places with humid grass, shrub and tree vegetation, suitable for recreation and fishing. 

The soil diversity in the mountain is represented by cinnabaric soils, shallow soils, dense soils, 

planosols and limited vertisols. On these soils are mainly cultivated technical crops - tobacco; etheric-oil 

crops such as lavender, savory and sesame; perennials - vines, almonds; cereals and others. 

Near the rivers Maritsa, Tundzha and in the middle and lower reaches of the Sokolitsa and Sinapovska 

rivers dominate the alluvial-meadow, and at 100-200 meters higher on the valley slopes the deluvial-meadow 

soils. 

In the Sakar region, 600 higher plants were found, of which 2 local endemic species, 7 Balkan endemic 

species and 17 relict species. Oak forests dominate among the natural vegetation in the high mountain range. 

The largest oak (Quercus policarpa) and oak (Quercus frainetto), the common hornbeam, the lime, the maple 

and others. They form predominantly mixed deciduous forests with predominance of oak, linden and other 

species. In the composition of forest formations such as podles are dogwood, rosehip, lilac, hawthorn, thorn, 

etc. 

As a result of afforestation, non-native plant species have appeared in Sakar forest ecosystems over the 

last 60 years. Large areas include black pine, pine, fir, acacia, birch, ash, chestnut, walnut, almond and 



 

  

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and 

historical objects” 

26 

others. 

Interesting is the flora in the valleys of the rivers Maritsa and Tundzha. 

Problems of many and all kinds, but still human, have been accumulated in the area during the 60 

years at the end of the 20th century and the beginning of the new century: 

The problem situations in the area are so many, it is very bad, there is no more, and yet we can group 

them together, the problems of South-East Border Bulgaria can be reduced to the following seven big 

groups: Political, Demographic, Economic, Infrastructure, Community, Cultural and Ecological. They are all 

interconnected. 

 Demographic problems:  
According to the anthropological reflections of Georgi Popayanov, the tough mountainous environment 

has forced Strandzha people to be extremely inventive in securing their livelihood. "Resilient, hardworking 

and frugal," "hospitable," "studious," "honest and respectable"; "In modest, quiet, reconciliation. Roughness 

and unhappiness rarely occurs "- the ethnographer sees his fellow countyrmen. This was the look of the true 

inhabitants of Strandzha. 

And what is the situation today when no human potential has expired, another part of the earth has 

accepted it, the last breaths have been left before the end. Today, when pensions form more than 80% of the 

income of the villagers in the region, the prolific hard work of local elderly people remains in the 

background. Only 12.4% of surveyed urban residents in the 2009 survey mentioned above have a 

housekeeping, and 40% of the villagers - a total of only 20% of the population in the region. Although some 

of the negative responses may also be due to a misunderstanding of what a "home" or "cloaking" is, it is not 

to underestimate the conclusion that Strandzha's labor enthusiasm may have declined in years of prohibitions 
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and cardinal changes. The culture of work and entrepreneurship, if not lost, today is heavily deformed. State 

aid dependency is serious; it is also at the heart of the revival surrounding the registration of farmers who 

thus gain access to European subsidies. 

The fact that 97.2% of the inhabitants of Malko Tarnovo, Tsarevo, Primorsko, Bolyarovo, Elhovo and 

Topolovgrad are interested in the state of nature in the region they live in is favorable for the sustainable 

development of the region. 67% of rural respondents and almost 80% in cities believe that nature 

conservation can be combined with economic development 

The depopulation of Strandzha is due to a complex of factors, of which the central one is that after the 

Liberation War the region remained outside Bulgaria. What's the story. The migratory flow to Old Bulgaria 

is the first serious demographic quake, after which the population drops by a third. On the commercial map 

of the French engineer Bianconi in 1887, the population of M. Tarnovo indicated 11,000 people - the number 

of Dobrich and three times more than Bourgas, which has 3100 inhabitants (Atlas "The Bulgarian lands in 

European cartographic tradition III - XIX century "). A more careful historical survey shows that Bianconi is 

likely to include the population of the city as well as the number of residents in the surrounding villages. 

However, there is evidence that by 1878 in Malko Tarnovo and surrounding huts probably live about 9000 

inhabitants - a significant number for a mountain town. At the beginning of the 20th century, 5 to 6 thousand 

inhabitants live in Malko Tarnovo. After the Ilindensko - Preobrazhenie uprising in 1903 - the second 

demographic shock, the population of the city dropped to 4 - 5 thousand. 

Accession to Bulgaria after the Balkan wars can be considered as the third phase of the demographic 

decline of Strandzha, and this reason is mainly economic. The Bulgarian population between the two world 

wars melts mainly because of the decline of the previously profitable livestock: after 1912, the old wintering 
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herds of the herds in Eastern Thrace are inaccessible. Commercial and social connections with the 

metropolitan area of Istanbul and the shopping centers of Edirne and Lozengrad. After 1929, the global 

economic crisis has also lowered the economic outlook on Strandzha. In 1935, residents of the "capital of 

Strandzha" numbered only 3614. There are signs of demographic rise in the first two decades of the socialist 

regime when Malko Tarnovo takes on new meaning as a border and defensive point and a mining center. 

Thus, in 1965, the town had a "record" of 4804 people, after which the number of residents was constantly 

decreasing. The peak of the population of Malko Tarnovo in the 1960s was largely due to the displacement 

of the population from the surrounding villages. Migration to the regional center was initially stimulated by 

collectivisation, and then moved beyond the borders of the region as a reaction to the settlement campaign 

with Decree 22 and 60 of the Council of Ministers. These are the fourth and fifth waves of the Strandzha 

demographic crisis. 
In addition to rapidly declining, in two Strandzha municipalities the population is critically aging. With 

an average of 18.5% of the population of Bulgaria over 65, in Malko Tarnovo this percentage is over 31.5% 

and in Bolyarovo even 32.7%. In the coastal Strandzha municipalities the percentage of the adult population 

is lower than the average for the country: 18% for Primorsko and 17% for Tsarevo. In Sredets the percentage 

is 22.8%. The overall dependency is that the demographic structure is getting worse in the direction of the 

sea to the interior. 

Therefore, the low birth rate and the corresponding small number of children and young people is not 

strange. At 18.4% the average for the country share of the population from 0 to 20 years, in Malko Tarnovo 

this percentage is 17% and in Bolyarovo 16.2%. On the other hand, in the Sredets municipality the young 

population is over 20.5%, most probably the reason for this is ethnic (the large-scale Gypsy families). In 
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Tsarevo the percentage of the population up to 20 years is 20% and in Primorsko 18.9%. 

 

There is also a negative mechanical growth in the "weak" municipalities and positive by the sea: for the 

period 2003 - 2013, 122 people have moved away from Malko Tarnovo and 46 people from Bolyarovo. For 

the same period, a large settlement was registered in Primorsko, net 1821, in Sredets the settlement was net 

616 people, in Tsarevo 574 people. 

Depopulation is not the only demographic problem of Strandzha. In the region, the percentage of 

Gypsies is twice as high as the national average: 11.5% of the population of the five municipalities are self-

identified. Probably their real share is double higher given the fact that there are almost no Turks in the 

ethnic picture and the self-identified as Bulgarians averaged 73.5%. This fact is easily explained by itself: 

marginal regions attract marginal groups. This is not necessarily a negative factor, as with some 

conditionality it may prove to be a valuable source of labor. A large part of the Gypsy population is 

integrated. Nevertheless, the "gypsyfication" creates uncertainty. 

In Sakar, the situation is identical. In the last 50-60 years, there has been total depopulation in the 

interior of the mountain. Picturesque settlements have become empty ruins, which have sounded like 

children's songs, songs, fun and swearing, schools are empty and broken, churches are neglected, only the 

elderly people go aimlessly through the empty streets, but this will be for a short period of time . Yes, we live 

in terrible time, it hurts us. 

The Sakar Mountains and the settlements in it were the most crowded in 40-50 years of the twentieth 

century. Then, as with Strandzha, with the beginning and the end of the co-operation, a massive and 

unprecedented emigration wave began, which does not interrupt to this day. 
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Villages with a population of over 2,000 people have remained with 300-400 people in over-working 

age, smaller villages, many of them disappearing. The settlement system of the mountain, which has been a 

human refuge for thousands of years in the coming years, will irretrievably be disturbed. 

  

Economic problems in the region: 

Because of the poor soils, people living in these border regions have always been forced to show 

ingenuity about their livelihoods. This stimulates a relatively early development of crafts as well as 

commercial entrepreneurship, especially in Malko Tarnovo, Topolovgrad and Harmanli. Despite the 

unfavorable preconditions, agriculture has played a significant role in the past. 

A typical symbiosis has linked livestock farming and agriculture. Poor Strandzha and Sakar soils were 

born only if they were thoroughly fertilized and the most effective source for this was the flock of sheep. 

Each farmer had 50 - 100 livestock heads, which were also used for fertilizing; on the other hand, the large 

stock-breeders have also taken advantage of the opportunity and have developed contiguous farming. The 

decline in sheep farming has as a direct consequence the loss of productivity in agriculture. The Strandzha 

and Sakar Mountains were important productive regions of the Kingdom of Bulgaria, producing significant 

quantities of wood, meat, wool, tobacco and other goods. Today, in Strandzha, apart from logging and sea 

tourism, everything else is in decline, for Sakar Mountain today only the viticulture and the production of 

feldspar defines the appearance of the mountain as a production appearance everything else has faded. 

A positive moment today is that European subsidies per decare, which in most places are higher due to 

the status of a disadvantaged region. The most significant agricultural interest in Strandzha currently attracts 

payments for restoration and maintenance of undergrazed pastures under measures 211, 212 and 214 of the 
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second pillar of the Common Agricultural Policy. Many of the private farmers in Eastern Strandzha are 

registered as beekeepers. 

In Bolyarovo, agriculture is better developed, with arable land reaching 250,000 decares, the number of 

cattle is 3150, sheep about 6000 and goats 2500. 

Significantly better indicators of agricultural production in the municipality of Elhovo, in the Sakarsk 

municipalities a significant upturn in recent years is the vine growing, the production of technical crops, 

beekeeping etc. 

Due to the false preconceptions of the Bulgarian foresters against the oak plantations, after 1955, large 

areas of centuries-old Strandzha forests were destroyed, replaced by coppice plantations or conifers. In 

addition to the poor quality of the landscape picture that damages tourism, the income potential of the new 

forests is lower. It is worrying that harvesting that is inconsistent with the forest structure and the specificity 

of the region continues. The potential for forest side-uses is falling. The forestry industry of Strandzha 

suffers from poor forest roads, which make it difficult to transport timber and worsen economic results. Built 

in the 1950s and 1960s, they are now quite damp, in some places impassable due to fallen bridges and 

landslides. Due to the false preconceptions of the Bulgarian foresters against the oak plantations, after 1955, 

large areas of centuries-old Strandzha forests were destroyed, replaced by coppice plantations or conifers. In 

addition to the poor quality of the landscape picture that damages tourism, the income potential of the new 

forests is lower. It is worrying that harvesting that is inconsistent with the forest structure and the specificity 

of the region continues. The potential for forest side-uses is falling. The forestry industry of Strandzha 

suffers from poor forest roads, which make it difficult to transport timber and worsen economic results. Built 

in the 1950s and 1960s, they are now quite damp, in some places impassable due to fallen bridges and 
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landslides. 

The tourist service in the Strandzha Mountain, the Dervent Heights and the Sakar Mountains has three 

main forms: mass tourism in the municipalities of Sozopol, Tsarevo and Primorsko, cognitive-cultural 

tourism that develops mainly in the real forest part of Strandzha and Sakar as well as hunting tourism. It is 

typical for the territory of the Strandzha DNP and for the rest of the border region there is a huge resource 

that is used at all or occasionally. 

 

The data for the sea tourism in Sozopol, Tsarevo and Primorsko for 2016 show the following data 
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Districts / 
Municipalities 

Places for 
accomodation 

Beds 

Beds -days 

Rooms 

Realized 
overnighs 
stays total 

Realized 
overnighs 
stays by 

bulgarians 
Beds 

In this number 
temporary  

 

Number of 
rooms 

Rooms 
accessible for 
people with 

limited abilities 
for moving 

 

Primorsko 109 12177 798 1304598 4974 11 597266 371974 

Sozopol 83 9757 2159 1311055 3676 21 707401 251204 

Tsarevo 113 9786 1088 896404 2975 38 334951 220497 

         

Districts / 
Municipalities 

Realized 
overnighs 
stays by 

foreigners 

Overnight 
stays 

persons - 
total 

Overnight 
stays 

bulgarians 

Overnight 
stays 

foreigners 

Usability of 
bedding 

Income from 
overnight 

stays - Total 

Income from 
overnight 

stays - 
bulgarians 

Income from 
overnight 

stays - 
foreigners 

Primorsko 225292 94923 68498 26425 45,8 18951395 9167385 9784010 

Sozopol 456197 109735 50930 58805 54 33493054 8740276 24752778 

Tsarevo 114454 58712 43173 15539 37,4 13594677 7214616 6380061 
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In the municipality of Malko Tarnovo in addition to the town, the most developed tourist center is the 

village of Brashlyan, to a lesser extent visited are Stoilovo, Slivarovo, Vizitsa. 

The village is declared an architectural reserve and in it about 15 houses offer guest nights. Undoubtedly the 

local people's achievement is that Brashlyan is able to attract about 10,000 organized tourists per year, and 

perhaps even more disorganized (the number of nights in the village is significantly lower). The tourist 

interest in the interior of Strandzha is intensified by the several festivals and the fair during the year, led by 

the Nestinarski Festival in the village of Bulgari and the Festival of Green Lakes, organized by the 

management of the nature park. In recent years, the interest in tourism with megaliths, which is relatively 

preserved by the sea and especially in the Sredets municipality, has grown markedly. Especially for rural and 

ethnic tourism in Brashlyan, it is true that it is original, for the time being, profitable and attractive for the 

guests, yet it is not sustainable. The inhabitants of the village are mostly retired and have no real heir to their 

unique tourist program. 

Inside the border region, the conditions for tourism are rapidly decreasing as infrastructure. Here the 

resource is very large, valuable, with the opportunity to be year round, to bring revenue. But there are no 

basic principles for the development of anthropo cultural tourism missing - infrastructure of any kind, 

terrible is the demographic situation, scary is the deficit of cadres, the monuments of human culture are not 

protected by local authority and state, they are left in the hands of people who destroy them. And once this 

wealth is destroyed, there is no turning back. In this order we can mention the megalithic monuments, 

Thracian sanctuaries, the fortified settlements, the many Christian monuments from the Middle Ages to the 

present day. 

Hunting tourism is widely spread, mainly with hunting of wild boar and red deer. Since this type of 
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tourism is of high price and is practiced by celebrities, many of the locals are convinced that the wire fence 

and the backwardness of the region are maintained to provide "politicians and their guests" undisturbed 

hunting grounds. The concept of the nature park does not exclude hunting, but it generally creates the feeling 

that this less important forestry and tourism source of income for the local community has an undue burden 

on regional development decisions. Conflict is the allocation of significant territories from Strandzha for use 

by private hunting farms, which, according to forestry officials, can prevent the turbulent development of 

tourism, multifunctional forestry and pastoral livestock. On the territory of the park 40 state game breeding 

divisions are donated for management for a period of 15 years; by 2010, the allocated hunting area reaches 

52 thousand hectares, or almost half of the area of Strandzha NP, the increase compared to 2000 is more than 

twice. 

In the municipality of Malko Tarnovo there is currently no production - neither mining nor processing: 

the three copper mines, the flotation factory and several workshops were closed during the privatization 

period. The small quarry for aggregates and the dull marble extraction can not be classified as "mineral 

extraction"; industrial extraction of feldspar to which hope has been given has never started. The bulk of the 

economy is tied to the tertiary sector, ie. with the services: tourist, transport, administrative, financial, health, 

educational, public catering, etc. The primary source of income is salaries of the state administration, the 

pensions - as a rule, quite high for the country, as well as the wages of the employees in the forest sector, 

tourism, customs and border services. 

The economic balance of the region is highly negative: Strandzha exports raw materials (first of all 

timber, but also some food and raw materials) to the surrounding regions, thus losing surplus value. The 

region is forced to import everything else, including consumer goods, which in the distant past have been the 
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basis of its economic upturn. 

This negative regional economic balance, which relies only on the third sector - but without the 

availability of skilled labor and sufficient demand, condemns the region to a certain decline. 

The coastal settlements today take advantage of tourism, but the municipalities of Sozopol, Tsarevo and 

Primorsko can not be distinguished from the problems of the interior: their villages, located further from the 

sea, also decline. With a skewed primary and disproportionate tertiary sector, the regional economic structure 

is highly unsustainable. That is why state regional recovery policies should be directed to creating closed 

production cycles in which the Strandzha raw materials will be processed on the spot and the added value 

will remain in the region and the end product should be supported by marketing at national level. 

Without a raw material-production cycle aimed at the final market product, the economy of 

Strandzha will finally cease. This vulnerable from the economic collapse region of Bulgaria is too large to 

be simply abandoned, forgotten, not seen and using its strengths. It turns out that the logic in the socialist 

idea of settling is diametrically wrong: not the settling of the aliens will raise the farm's feet, and the 

economic rise will lead more people. That is, with improvements in the primary and secondary sectors of the 

economy, the economic attractiveness of Strandzha - Sakar may lead to a wave of return and new settlements 

- not the opposite. 

In the Dervent Heights and Sakar Mountains with the same force influence and influence the same 

negative factors that are inherent in the Strandzha Mountain for 30 years the situation is scary. In Sakar 

Mountain, in the 80's of the last century, a solid base of mining and processing industries was built which 

was strategic for the country itself. For example, the production of uranium concentrate in Orlov Dol, 

Vladimir, Navosen and Momkovo. Production of lead, zinc, and silver, mining of rock cladding materials, 
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tobacco processing, medical instruments production were strongly developed. 

The development of Svilengrad, Harmanli and Lyubimets in the valley of the Maritsa River and Elhovo 

in the valley of the Tundzha River was still stronger, but they were still peripheral economic centers and their 

connection with the Sakar Mountains and the Dervent Heights was only raw as they suck up human and raw 

material. 

     

 Infrastructure problems: Increasingly increasing over time, are enormous and increasingly pressing, 

difficult and financially unreasonable: 

Poor infrastructure, particularly bad roads, is indicated by the inhabitants of the region as the main 

cause of its economic decline. Sociological surveys carried out in the recent past with residents of Malko 

Tarnovo, Sredets, Tsarevo and Primorsko demonstrate the conviction of the locals that "no one will want to 

invest here with these roads" and the tourists themselves "will not repeat their staying here" . In full force 

this also applies to the Sakar Mountains and the Dervent Heights. 

Even in such a statement, there is more emotion, due to the difficult life of the few remaining local 

people, bad roads are an indisputable negative factor. But it can be considered that the lack of roads and 

approaches to the mountain and the very poor state of the existing road network is a major obstacle to 

development. 

Drainage and maintenance of roads have been neglected for many years throughout the region. In 

addition, some roads are tapering / no connection /, there are no connections between the settlements (eg a 

direct asphalt road between the villages of Brodilovo and Kosti, Radovets-Varnik, Kapitan Petko-Srem, etc.). 

Road infrastructure works only on the busiest, as if people elsewhere did not pay taxes to that country 
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and did not want a normal life. Significant stretches of the Bourgas - Malko Tarnovo, Sredets - Elhovo, 

Topolivgrad - Harmanli roads are being renewed or rehabilitated, a two-lane road by the sea between Tsarevo 

and Rezovo. The process should be accelerated and cover other long-distance connections, especially 

rehabilitation of the Tsarevo - Malko Tarnovo and the construction of an acceptable road link between Malko 

Tarnovo and Burgas - Sredets - Elhovo, Topolovgrad - Harmanli, Polski Gradets - Topolovgrad - Ustrem 

Radovets - Levka, Bolyarovo - Voden - Kraynovo which will allow normal to the inland of the mountains, 

and will inevitably improve internal communication between the eastern and western parts of the region. 

Maritime transport links have developed beyond their capabilities. On the one hand, there is a potential 

for water tourism between the coastal settlements, for example the Sozopol - Primorsko - Tsarevo - Ahtopol 

cruise line. On the other hand, the modernization of the ports in Tsarevo and Ahtopol so that they can accept 

more luxurious yachts has been commented on for years, and in Tsarevo there has only been partial progress 

in this respect. 

The tourist infrastructure in the region is relatively well developed, especially in its eastern periphery 

near the Black Sea and in the regions of the Strandzha DNP. 

In the region there are two mountain resorts of local importance (according to the List of resorts, SG 

from February 24, 2012) - Malko Tarnovo and locality “Bozhura”, Sredets municipality; a balneological 

resort of local importance - the village of Stefan Karadzhovo, Bolyarovo; six climatic sea resorts of national 

importance - Sozopol, Tsarevo, Ahtopol, Kiten, Primorsko and "International Youth Center Primorsko"; as 

well as the climatic sea resorts of local significance village Sinemorets and Lozenets village in Tsarevo 

municipality and the area around the mouth of Ropotamo and Arkutino swamp in the village Primorsko. Or a 

total of 12 resorts, six of which are of national importance. 
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While the infrastructure of maritime tourism is significant and grows every year due to weak and 

inefficient state policy. Strandzha has a strategy for developing only on paper and good wishes, which are 

only good wishes from the past, here is the maximum for the power of money and the flood after us. No one 

is thinking about an adequate state policy that will save this unique area, which in the near future will be 

destroyed and unattractive, the tourist supply to the inner part is too weak. 

The capacity of tourist beds with which the municipality of Malko Tarnovo, Sredets, Bolyarovo, 

Elhovo and Topolovgrad is available is extremely insufficient in view of the prospect of the development of 

anthropogenic cultural tourism in the region. 

At the same time, the seaside resorts face other infrastructure problems: the capacity of the treatment 

plants does not reach, the waste collection is not at the level, during the summer months the water 

consumption may exceed the capacity, the cable grid medium voltage in the resorts is insufficiently 

developed, given the peak electricity consumption during the summer months. 

 

Cultural problems, unsolved, without the intervention of the state: 

The great researcher of the Thracian heritage, Alexander Foll, teaches that the word "culture" should be 

understood as an attitude of behavior. In this sense, the Strandzha-Sakar culture is not only not its megalithic 

and Thracian monuments; nor the festivals, or even the rites of ancient antiquity-but the rationalization of 

life and the transmission of the worldly view of the law through generations. The culture layers here are very 

deep, with large roots, very rich, strong, impressive with their emotion that is sealed for life. These cultural 

layers are everywhere in the region and in the people's psychology of Strandzha, Ravnogorie and Sakar 

Mountains. Rituals of ancient times are kept as the pupil of their eyes as long as there are alive people, 
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longing for long, the candles, the candles, the songs, the strokes of the drums, the bag of the bagpipe, the fire 

of the fire and the power of faith keep them they have them forever. 

It is no exaggeration to say that Nestinarstvo in Strandzha, although practiced by a narrow circle of 

devoted people, is one of the main pillars supporting the regional community. Although it attracts up to 3,000 

guests and perceives the region beyond the country's borders, the annual fire-dancing gathering on the 3rd of 

June in the village of Bulgari swings between the sacral ritual and the housework of the village council, and 

it is still far from its potential to provide revenue to the local community. There is the impression that the 

backwardness in the service of tourists is prompted by the truth of the ritual - which is wrong. However, 

since the most diligent government could not have created, but only destroyed the Nestinar ritual, which is 

all the year round and much more complicated than a "dance on fire", it seems most appropriate that it does 

not take advantage, actively by it. 

The initiative of the organizers of local fairs to offer visitors mostly local and traditional food and 

beverages may be the starting point for a favorable trend for regional sustainable development. Incorporating 

elements of the Nestinar ritual in the Greenland Festival program is the right solution. 

The number of organized tourists visiting the NP Strandzha is about 13,000 per year and is constantly 

increasing. 

There is still a lack of a methodology for monitoring the visitor flow in the park. General observations 

are made and the number of visitors is counted within the visits organized by the GPP. Specific studies have 

been carried out on the visitor flow in specific sites in the park territory and general estimates of the number 

of visitors at certain locations on a given occasion. The main destination is the coast, where the most intense 

tourist flow is heading. A survey of the Protected Area "Veleka River mouth" and "Silistar" in the total 
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number of foreign tourists, the main burden falls on family members aged over 40. The Bulgarian contingent 

is mainly under 40, working or studying with good education, mostly from the capital. Particular studies in 

the coastal zone of the park indicate that the average stay of tourists is over 6 days, with visits with a stay of 

14 days - 63%, followed by those with a stay of 6 to 10 days - 32.7%. In the same area, arrivals with 

personal vehicles predominate. The preferences for accommodation establishments are expressed in the 

following ratios: in institutional units - 40%, in private rooms - 18.4%, in hotels - 14.3%, in friends - 12.2%, 

in tourist lodges - 10.2%, in cottages - 4%. The main attraction centers in the interior of the park are the town 

of Malko Tarnovo, the villages of Brashlyan, Gramatikovo, Bulgari, the karst springs near the village of 

Mladezhko, the karst region of Dokuzak near the village of Stoilovo, Petrova niva, Indipasha, the dome 

tombs in Mishkova Niva and Propada. The stay inside the park is usually limited to one-day and two-day 

visits, less often than a week. Characteristic are short-term summer visits for camping in the valleys of 

Veleka and the larger rivers, hunting, fishing, visiting to relatives and relatives and participating in various 

celebrations. The objectives of the visits are more cognitive and less related to recreation. 

The anthropogenic monuments of culture - dolmens, mound necropolises, sanctuaries, ancient 

settlements, antique mines, fortresses, Renaissance houses, churches and chapels - their total number is 575, 

of which 133 are of national importance. Immortality and vandalism have already caused significant 

destruction of a number of objects. 

The faster the local community, with the help of the state, actually starts to profit from the numerous 

cultural monuments, the more tourist resources will be preserved for the future. 

This wealth is the largest, the most significant that can bring the region to the forefront of the continent 

with well-developed cultural tourism. His possessions were thousands of years ago, and it was a fortune with 
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which he could only be proud and not fall into ruin and oblivion. 

This is a national sin, a crime, the dimensions of which have no analogue in a normal state for what it 

claims to be Bulgaria. This anthropogenic fact covered with the millennium can be a major part of the rescue 

of the border region. On it, in a good and balanced state policy in the sector, significant cultural year-round 

tourism can be developed on the basis of the most impressive anthropogenic cultural monuments. But this 

requires state policy to build a good transport, social, technical, economic and advertising strategy and 

infrastructure. Anthropogenic monuments of culture predominantly scattered in the interior of Strandzha, 

Dervent Heights and Sakar Mountains can be a solution to the task of resolving the border region of 

Strandzha - Sakar. 

 
*СЕСОНКЦ  - Specialized Expert Council for the Protection of Intangible Cultural Values 

 
LIST OF OBJECTS WITH STATUS OF IMMOVABLE CULTURAL VALUES / MONUMENTS OF CULTURE / 

WITH THE CATEGORY "NATIONAL IMPORTANCE" OF THE TERRITORY OF BURGAS REGION 

 

№ Inhabited place Name of NCP Administrative 

data 

  Type 

/ according to the 

scientific and 

cultural field to 

which they 

refer,according to 

art.47 of CHA/ 

Document for 

granting status: SG 

no./year/ Protocol to 

the NOPCG/ 

СЕСОНКЦ / 

Ordinance  of MC/ 

   Q. plot № 
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1. 

 

Ahtopol Late Antiquity and Medieval 

Fortress 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

 

Architectural 

group  

 

SG no.35 of 1965 

year /local 

importance/ 

 
 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

52/ 15.12.2015year of 

MC  

Protocol of 

22.06.2015year - 
categorized as 

"national" and 

regimes 

2. Village Belevren Dolmen - 500 meters north    Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35 of 1965 

year 

3. 

 

 

Bolshevik Island 

/ St. Anastasia 

Monastery "St.Anastasia"    Architectural-

constructional and 

art 

SG no.39 of 

1979year 

4. 

 

 

Bolshevik Island 

/ St. Anastasia 

Burgas Bay 

Historical place, Bolshevik Island / 

"St.Anastasia" 8 km. east 

   Historical SG no.73 of 

1967year 

5. Brashlyan 

village 

 

Church ”St. Dimitar”    Architectural-

constructional and 

art 

SG no.39/1979year  
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6. Brashlyan 

village 

 

Church ”St. Dimitar” with cellary 

school 

   Architectural-

constructional  

SG no.20/1983 year 

7. Brashlyan 

village 

 

The house of Mila Nencheva   17 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.20/1983 year 

8. Brashlyan 

village 

 

The house of Petko Kozhuharov   30 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.20/1983 year 

9. Brashlyan 

village 

 

The house of Nana Kurbelova   31 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.20/1983 year 

10. Brashlyan 

village 

 

The house of  Rusa Chaikova   87 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.20/1983 year 

11. Brashlyan 

village 

 

The house of descendants of Ivan 

Todorov 

  121 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.20/1983 year 

12. city of Burgas Living and industrial building, the 

former of Dimistros Haralambus, 

now “Radio – Knot – Bourgas”  

2 Ivan Rashev str. 

 

269 7-63 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.18/1979 year 

13. 

 

city of Burgas The church “St.St. Cyril and 

Methoduis” 

“St.St. Cyril and 

Methoduis” sq. 

 6309 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.18/1979 year 

 

14. 

 

 

city of Burgas 

 

 

Administrative building, former 

Trade and Industrial Chamber 

Tsar Peter Str.  7071 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.18/1979 year 



 

  

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and 

historical objects” 

45 

15. 

 

 

city of Burgas 

 

Historical core of the Sea garden    Garden-park art SG no.41/1992 year 

16. 

 

Gorno 

Yabalkovo 

village 

Dolmen Zmeyova kushta –locality 

”Asenov Geren”- 4 km east 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

17. 

 

Gorno 

Yabalkovo 

village 

Dolmen Cheliov kapak – Locality 

Pashadere – 1 km south  

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

18. Granichar 

village 

Two dolmens in Zmeyovi kushti – 

1 km south  

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

19. 

 

Debelt village Starobulgarski val Erkesia- 5-6 

km. soutwest 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

20. Debelt village Antique and Medieval Town 

Gorno Gradishte - east to the 

village  

 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 
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21. 

 

Debelt village Antique and Medieval Town 

Gorno Gradishte - east to the 

village  

 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

 

22. 

 

Dolno 

Yabalkovo 

village 

Dolmen Zmeyova kushta – 

Locality Kalakata – 2 km east 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

23. 

 

 

Evernezovo 

village 

Dolmen – 400 m. west    Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

24. 

 

village of 

Ekzarh 

Antimovo 

Medieval fortress- 6-7 km. 

northwest 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

25. 

 

Zabernovo 

village 

Dolmen – locality Tumbata -            

1,5 km. northwert 

    Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

26. Zabernovo 

village 

Dolmen- locality Lagat – 3 km.  

northwest 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

SG no.35/1965 year  
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and the Middle 

Ages 

27. Kalovo village Dolmen Pohlupeni Kameni – 

locality Sredgorata- 1 km north 

    Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

28. 

 

Kamchia village Starobulgarska – earth defence 

hedge, 6 km north-northwest of the 

village, in Rishki prohod 

   Archaeological SG no.25/1998 year 

29. 

 

Town Karnobat Birthhouse of Dimitar Polyanov 27 Ilarion 

Makariopolski str. 

111 472 Historical SG no.73/1967year 

 Town Kiten Fortress locality Urodovitsa at the 

seashore  

Early Byzantine and Medieval 

fortress on the Urdoviza Peninsula 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

Architectural 

group  НКЦ 

SG no.35/1965 year 

 

 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

41/ 02.12.2016year of 

the MC - status 

change, re-

categorization and 

regimes 

30. 

 

Lozarevo village Antique settlemet Goloe – 1 km 

north 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

31. town of Malko Monument of the Transfiguration    Historical SG no.97/1970year  
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 Tarnovo Uprising - locality "Petrova niva" - 

5 km. north 

32. town of Malko 

Tarnovo 

Thracian tomb, locality "Mishkova 

niva" 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG from 

27.06.1986 year 

33. town of Malko 

Tarnovo 

Mighty necropolis in the locality 

"Propada" 

   Architectural 

group NCV 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

43/ 16.12.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

34. 

 

Manolich village Late-Ancient and Medieval 

Bulgarian fortress Kaleto, 1.5 km. 

south of the village on a hill above 

the right bank of the river Luda 

Kamchia 

   Archaeological SG no.25/1998 year 

35. Nesebar city    Church “Starata Mitropolia”  40 399 People’s antiquity 

    

Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.69/1927year  

 

SG no.41/1964 year 

36. Nesebar city  The church "St. Clement "  48 528 Architectural-

constructional 

 

SG no.41/1964 year  

37.       

 

Nesebar city  The Church “St. Ivan Aliturgetos”   51 598 People’s antiquity   

 

Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.69/1927year  

 

SG no.41/1964 year 

38. Nesebar city  Remains of the fortress wall along 

the coast of the peninsula 

   People’s antiquity 

 

Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.69/1927 year   

 

SG no.41/1964 year 
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39. Nesebar city  The Church of St. Michael and 

Gabriel 

 10 371 People’s antiquity   

    

Architectural-

constructional 

 

SG no.69/1927 year   

 

SG no.41/1964 year  

40.       Nesebar city  Church “Bogoroditsa Umilenie”- 

outside the courtyard 

   Architectural-

constructional 

 

SG no.41/1964 year                               

41.       Nesebar city  "St.Paraskeva" Church  12 360 Architectural-

constructional 

 

SG no.41/1964 year 

42. Nesebar city  St. Stephen's Church - The New 

Mitropolia 

 53  People’s antiquity  

Architectural-

constructional -  

National Art / 

Iconostasis / - local 

SG no.69/1927 year   

SG no.41/1964 year 

 

 

SG no.96/1967 year   

43. Nesebar city  Pantokrator Church  56 509 People’s antiquity   

 

Architectural-

constructional 

 

SG no.69/1927 year   

 

SG no.41/1964 year 

  

44. Nesebar city  Church “St. Ivan the Baptist”  6 493 People’s antiquity 

Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.69/1927 year   

 

SG no.41/1964 year  

45. Nesebar city  Church “St.Spas”  8  167             Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.41/1964year  

46. Nesebar city  Church “St. Todor”  20 284 People’s antiquity 

 

SG no.69/1927year 
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Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.41/1964year 

47.     Nesebar city  House of Dimitar Moskoyanov  37 453, 

451 

Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.41/1964year 

48. Nesebar city  House of Elena Pavlova  52 595 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.41/1964year 

49. Nesebar city  House of Zhelyu Bogdanov  58 588 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.41/1964year 

50. 

 

Nesebar city  A section of the Thracian 

fortification system - defensive 

tower and city gate (12-6 BC) - the 

northwestern part of the peninsula, 

on a terrace above the so-called 

Northern port  

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

51. 

 

 

 

 

Nesebar city  Temple of Zeus Hyperdexios 

(stored in substructure), on a 

terrace above the so-called. 

Northern harbor -5-6 c.BC 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

52. 

 

 

 

Nesebar city  Ancient retaining wall on a terrace 

/ Hellenistic epoch-3rd century BC 

/ Western zone from the old part of 

Nessebar under Archaeological 

Museum  

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

53. 

 

 

Nesebar city  House from the Hellenistic Age / 

etc. House of Artemidoros-4 BC / 

under the ruined church of St. 

George at the southern periphery 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 
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of the eastern square of Nessebar  

54. 

 

 

Nesebar city  Archaic temple (6th century BC) - 

the central part of the city, 10 

meters south of the Pantokrator 

Church 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

55. 

 

 

 

Nesebar city  Hellenistic dwellings / 3-2 c. BC / .- 

Western zone of the city, southeast 

of the "St.Apostoli" 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

56. 

 

Nesebar city  Early Byzantine Thermi / 5-6 c. / - 

North of the Church “St. Ivan” the 

Baptist, the northern part of the 

town 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

57. Nesebar city  Water supply system - cistern and 

underground galleries - corridors / 

5-6 c. / In the area of Pantokrator 

church, in the central area of the 

old part of Nessebar and southeast 

of it, towards “Mena”Str. 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

58. 

 

 

 

Nesebar city  Three-nave basilica / 5-6th c./- at 

the north-western periphery of the 

old part of Nessebar 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 
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59. 

 

 

Nesebar city  Three-nave basilica / 5th c./- near 

the main gate of Early Byzantine 

and Medieval town, western zone 

of the old part of Nessebar 

   Archaeological НСОПК 

16.10.1992year 

60. 

 

Nesebar city  Cross-shaped medieval church - / 

10 c. / - located north of the old 

metropolis 

   Archaeological Protocol to the 

NOPCG 

16.10.1992year 

61. 

 

Nesebar city  The necropolis of Messambria-

Mesembria 

   Archaeological  Protocol No. 33 of 

29.10.2012 of 

SESONCK  

62. 

 

Town Obzor A stone defensive wall (with a 

fortification to it) from the early 

Byzantine era, the route passes 

from the north-western part of the 

city-the northern slope of the 

Yanko Tepesi ridge - ends at 300 

m. from the village of Priseltsi  

   Archaeological SG no.25/1998 year 

63. 

 

Town Obzor Fortress from the early Byzantine 

era and the Bulgarian Middle Ages 

/ Kozyak /, 2,5 km. west-northwest 

from the city, at the northern 

slopes of Yanko Tepesi 

   Archaeological SG no.25/1998 year 

64.    

 

 

Town Pomorie A burial hollow mound to the 

station 

 

 

 

Ancient tomb - 1 km. west 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 
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Protocol of 19-

21.10.1988 year 

/borders and 

regimes/ 

Ordinance №РД-19-

1167 of 04.09.1989 

year of  КК and 

КТСУ /letter № РД-

91-00-20 of 

14.09.1989 year - 
borders and regimes 

/ 

Protocol of an 

interdepartmental 

commission of 

16.11.2006 

65. 

 

Town 

Primorsko 

Dolmen Zmeiova house - 4 km. 

North 

 

 

 

Dolmen "Zmeiova kashta", 

northwest 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages  

 

Archaeological 

SG no.35/1965 year 

 

 

  

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

4/ 28.01.2016year of 

the MC - change of 

status and regimes 

/SG no.26 of 2016 

year/ 

66. Town Valchanovo Kale, 5 km north    Architectural- SG no.35/1965 year 
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Primorsko  

 

 

 

Fortress "Lions Head" / 

"Valchanovo Kale" / "Ranuli" 

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

 

Archaeological 

NCP 

 

 

 

 

Ordinance №РД9Р-

5/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC - reclassification 

into "national 

importance" and 

regimes /SG no.26 of 

2016 year/ 

67. 

 

Town 

Primorsko 

Archaeological complex "Beglik 

tash", including single 

Archaeological NCP: 

  

-Sawned in the rock repositories at 

Cape St. Dimitar, northeast; 

 

Mogila on the way to Chenger, 

north; 

 

 

-Mogila in the Stamopolu area, 

north; 

 

 

-Antic settlement but the elevation 

"Conndus", northeast; 

   Archaeological   

 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

6/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

7/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

8/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

9/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 
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-Ancient and medieval fortress of 

Maslen Nose, northeast. 

 

- Rock sanctuary Beglik Tash, 

northeast; 

 

-Mogila at the mouth of the 

Ropotamo River, northeast; 

 

- Fascinating and medieval 

settlement, south of the Chenger 

area. 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

10/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

11/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

12/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

13/ 28.01.2016year of 

MC and regimes 

 

promulgated in SG 

no.26/ 2016 year 

68. 

 

Priseltsi village Old-Bulgarian earth hedge 

"Germeto" earth shaft starts at 1.5 

km. east of the village-region of 

village of Rakovskovo-ends in the 

territory of the village of Panitsovo 

 

   Archaeological SG no.25/1998 year 

69. 

 

Rusokastro 

village 

Medieval fortress Rusokastro - 

Rusin Kamak - 0.5 km east 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

SG no.35/1965 year 
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and the Middle 

Ages 

70. 

 

Rusokastro 

village 

Old Bulgarian wall Erkesia - 3 km. 

west 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.35/1965 year 

71. 

 

Sinemorets 

village 

Thracian royal home, locality 

"Golata niva" 

   Archaeological 

NCP  

Ordinance № РД9Р-

37 of 24.08.2015 year 

of MC - status and 

regimes/SG no.78 of 

2015 year/ 

72. 

 

 

Sozopol city House  of Kurtidi "Thracian 

House" 

 5 

/old/ 

18       

/new/ 

352 

/old/ 

227 

/new/ 

Architectural-

constructional 

СОПК of  

1962 year 

 

73. 

 

Sozopol city Church “St. Bogoroditsa” and a 

house in the yard 

The iconostasis of the church "St. 

Bogoroditsa" 

 13 

/old/ 

23 

/new/ 

253 

/old/ 

299 

/new/ 

People’s antiquity 

 

Architectural-

constructional art 

SG no.69/1927year  

 

СОПК of  

1962 year 

SG no.96/1967year 

74. 

 

Sozopol city House of Anna Trendafilova  21 

/old/ 

12 

/new/ 

200 

/old/ 

144 

/new/ 

Architectural-

constructional 

СОПК of 

1962 year 

75. 

 

Sozopol city Building of the Fisheries School, 

the island of “St.St. Kiryak and 

   Architectural-

building and 

Ordinance № РД09-

3/08.01.2014 year of 
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Julita”  

 

 

historical NCP MC  and regimes/SG 

no.22 of 2014year/ 

 

 

 

 

             

LIST OF OBJECTS WITH STATUS OF IMMOVABLE CULTURAL VALUES / MONUMENTS OF CULTURE / 

WITH THE CATEGORY "NATIONAL IMPORTANCE" OF THE TERRITORY OF HASKOVO REGION  
/ Data from the National Register of Immovable Cultural Property, in which the acts of the bodies under Art. 65 and the Public Register of the 

issued under Art. 59, para. 1 declarations and acts of termination of the temporary regime / 

 

№ Inhabited place Name of NCP        Administrative 

data  

 Type 

/ according to the 

scientific and 

cultural field to 

which they 

refer,according to 

art.47 of CHA/ 

Status document: SG 

no./year/ Protocol to the 

NOPCG/ СЕСОНКЦ 

 /Ordinance  of MC 

   Q. Plot № 

1. Aleksandrovo 

village 

Thracian tomb with murals, locality 

“"Roshava mogila" 

   Archaeological, Art 

and Architectural-

constructional 

РМС № 1711 

/22.10.1962year 

letter  

№ 11056 of  

27.12.2000 year 

Protocol of 15.06.2001 

year - borders and 

regimes 
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It is included in the 

Indicative List of the 

Cultural and Natural 

Heritage of the 

Republic of Bulgaria 

from 14.09.2004. 

2. Bulgarska 

polyana village 

Dolmen / two-chambered /, locality 

"Slavova koriya", 6 km southeast 

Two-chamber Dolmen, locality 

"Slavova kuriya" 

   Archaeological 

Archaeological  

SG no.41 of 1976 year 

Ordinance № РД9Р-22/ 

24.06.2015year – regimes 

/SG no.64 of 2015 year/ 

3. Bulgarska 

polyana village 

Two-chamber Dolmen - locality 

"Mangara" LP 433, 430, 211006 

according to KBC  

 

   Archaeological   Ordinance № РД9Р-18 of 

24.06.2015 year of MC - 

regimes /SG no.64 of 2015 

year/ 

4. Dolen Glavanak 

village 

Megalithic Cult Facility - Cromlech, 

locality “Bunaralta” 

 

   Archaeological protocol 

№ 6 of НСОПК of 

15.11.1999 year 

5. Dolno Lukovo 

village 

Thracian brick tomb    Archaeological SG no.65 of 1994 year 

6. Dolno 

Cherkovishte 

village 

Archaeological complex, Hambar 

Kaya, including the monuments: 

Thracian settlement - 

2.75 km SW from the village, 

Thracian cult place - 2, 65 km SW 

from the village, Rock niches - 2.5 km 

SW from the village, 3 Rock tombs - 

2.5 km SW from the village 

   Archaeological SG no.65  

of 1994 year 
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7. Dolno 

Cherkovishte 

village 

Rock niches, locality "Kovan Kaya", 

2.6 km SW from the village 

   Archaeological SG no.65  

of 1994 year 

8. Dabovets village, 

Malko 

GRadishte 

village, Efrem 

village and 

Oreshets village 

Rock cult complex locality "The Deaf 

Stones" 

   Archaeological  
Ordinance №РД9Р-0021 

of 08.12.2011year of MC / 

announcement and 

regimes / 

 

9. Town 

Ivaylovgrad 

Church "Transfiguration of the Lord"    Architectural-art SG no.41 of 1992 year 

10. Izvorovo village Roman road, locality Kaldarama, 2 

km south 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

11. Izvorovo village Archaeological complex Castra Rubra    People’s antiquity 

 

Archaeological 

SG no.221 of 1927year  

Protocol №21 of 

12.12.2011year of 

СЕСОНКЦ 

 

12. Kapitan 

Andreevo village 

Pre-Historical and Proto-Historical 

Shaft Complex, locality "Hausa" 

   Architectural group  

 

Ordinance  

№ РД9Р-2/ 

19.01.2016year of the MC 

- granting status and 

defining regimes 

/SG no.26 of 2016year/ 
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13. Kapitan 

Andreevo village 

Remains of Roman Way "Via 

Diagonalis", locality "Hausa" 

   Archaeological   Ordinance № РД9Р-1/ 

07.01.2016year of the MC 

- granting status and 

defining regimes 

/SG no.15 of 2016year/ 

14. Kasnakovo 

village 

The Shrine of the Nymphs and 

Aphrodite, locality "Gyaur Bunar", 1 

km southeast 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

Protocol of НСОНПК of 

20.01.2009year -borders 

and regimes /letter № 325 

of 04.02.2008 year/ 

15. Klokotnitsa 

village 

Medieval fortress, Assenova Mahala, 2 

km southwest 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

16. Knyazhevo 

village 

Enhanced ruler's home of the 

Hellenistic Age, locality "Tatar 

Masha" 

   Archaeological  Ordinance №РД9Р-35 of 

24.08.2015year of the MC 

- granting status and 

defining regimes 

/SG no.78 of 2015 year/ 

17. Kralevo village Rock Winery / Sharapana / locality 

Kayryaka 1 km south  

 

   Archaeological SG no.65  

of 1994 year 

18. Ladzha village 

/now quarters of 

Ivaylovgrad/ 

Roman villa - on the Armira River - 

2.5 km south  

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67 of 1968 year 

Ordinance №13.366 of 

13.01.1989year of MCNP 

and the KTSU for 
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borders and regimes 

19. Town Maritsa 

/town 

Simeonovgrad/ 

Medieval necropolis, locality Belana, 2 

km east 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

20. Matochina 

village 

Rock Church, locality Delhi Kaya, 2 

km southwest 

 

 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

21. Matochina 

village 

Medieval tower, locality Kulata, 200 m 

north 

 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

22. Mezek village Fortress near the village 

Medieval fortress, Kaleto, 300 m west 

 

   People’s antiquity 

 

Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.69 of 1927 year  

SG no.221 of 1927 year 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

Protocol of 16.03.2006 

year – borders and 

regimes  

23. Mezek village Thracian domed tomb, 600 m 

southwest 

 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

Protocol of 16.03.2006 

year – borders and 

regimes  

24. Mihalitch village Rock churches, 3 km east 

Roman Road, Gerena, Turkish Grave, 

Kovulakla and Yurushka Kladenets, 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 
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Middle Ages 

25. Ovcharovo 

village 

Menhir-Chuchul stone, in the village 

 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

26. Ovcharovo 

village 

Rock churches, 3 km east 

Roman Road, localities Gerena, 

Turkish Grave, Kovulakla and 

Yurushka Kladenets, 

 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

27. Pelevun village Megalithic burial facility - Dolmen 

 

   Archaeological Protocol to the NOPCG 

№ 6 of 15.11.1999 year 

28. Popovets village Rock Tomb, locality Hambar Tash, 2 

km NW 

 

   Archaeological SG no.65  

of 1994 year 

29. Pchelari village Rock Tomb, locality Kara In, 2.5 km 

S-SE 

 

   Archaeological SG no.65  

of 1994 year 

30. Pchelari village Archaeological complex including 

3 Rock tombs, 

2.5 SE from the village, 

m. "Hambar Kaya" 

   Archaeological SG no.65  

of 1994 year 

31. Rabovo village Medieval fortress, "Kaleto" / "Asara" 

/, 

1.5 km west 

   Archaeological SG no.65  

of 1994 year 

32. Sakartsi village Dolmen / two-chamber /, Yugakov 

Igrek, 3 km south 

   Archaeological SG no.41 of 1976 year 
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33. Sakartsi village Dolmen / two-chambered /, 

Kapallikka, 3 km south 

   Archaeological 

Archaeological NCP 

SG no.41 of 1976 year 

Ordinance № РД9Р-23 of 

24.06.2015 year of MC - 

regimes /SG no.64 of 2015 

year/ 

34. Town Svilengrad The bridge of Mustafa Pasha    Architectural-

constructional 

Protocol 

№ 1 of НСОПК of 

22.05.2003 year /letter  

№ 10301 of 19.09.2003 

year  

35. Town Svilengrad Ancient and medieval settlement, 

Hissarya neighborhood near the 

Kanaclian neighborhood 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

36. Sviratchi village he big mound and the stepped stone 

construction in "Golyamata mogila", 

"Harmanite" 

   Archaeological Protocol to the NOPCG of 

03.04.2004 year, 

approved by MC / status 

and update of the borders 

/ 

37. Studena village Dolmen, Kapaklia area, 

12 km NE 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

38. Town 

Topolovgrad 

Remains of the Paleokastro fortress, 3 

km west 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.94 of 1965 year 

39. Town Remains of the fortress of Visegrad, 6-    Architectural- SG no.94 of 1965 year 
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Topolovgrad 7 km south constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

40. Troyan village Roman road, in the village    Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

41. Uzundzhovo 

village 

Place of the Uzundjov Fair from the 

16th and 19th centuries, the square in 

front of the church 

   Historical SG no.87  

of 1979 year 

42. Town Haskovo Prehistoric settlement, 2 km SW    Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

 

SG no.67  

of 1968 year 

43. Town Haskovo Haskovo Prison Dunav str. 44  Historical SG no.36  

of 1970 year 

44. Town Haskovo House of Chorbadji Pascal 4 Yanko Sakazov 

str. 

469 ІХ – 3503 

and 3508 

Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.22 

of 1975 year 

45. Town Haskovo Church "St. Archangels Michael and 

Gabriel" 

38 Tsar Osvoboditel 

str. 

417 ХІ - 2837 Architectural-

constructional  

Architectural-art / 
Frescoes and 

carvings /  

SG no.22 

of 1975 year 

SG no.61  

of 1978 year 
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46. 

 

Town Haskovo Church „Assumption of Virgin Mary 

” 

 

 

 

40 Vasil Levski str. 422 ІІ- 

2880 

Architectural-

constructional 

/local/ 

Architectural-art / 

national / 

/ Wood carvings / 

SG no.22 

of 1975 year 

SG no.61  

of 1978 year 

47. 

 
Hlyabovo village 

/in Sakar 

mountain/ 

Dolmeni, locality "Byalata treva", 3-4 

km south 

 

 

 

 

Two-chamber dolmen 

 

   Architectural-

constructional from 

Antiquity and the 

Middle Ages 

 

Archaeological  

SG no.94 of 1965 year 
 
 
 

Ordinance № РД9Р-17 of 

24.06.2015 year of MC - 

status change and regime 

assignment /SG no.64 of 

2015 year/ 

48. Hlyabovo village Dolmen / two-chambered /, locality 

“Mangara”, distributed in landed 

property 151002 according to KBC  

 

   Archaeological 

 

Archaeological  

SG no.41 of 1976 year 

Ordinance № РД9Р-19 of 

24.06.2015 year of MC - 

regimes /SG no.64 of 2015 

year/ 

 

49. Hlyabovo village Dolmen / two-chambered /, locality 

"Nachovi Cheeryi", 3 km southwest 

   Archaeological 

 

Archaeological  

SG no.41 of 1976 year 

Ordinance № РД9Р-20 of 

24.06.2015 year of MC - 

regimes /SG no.64 of 2015 

year/ 

50. Hlyabovo village Two-chamber Dolmen, "Gaidarova 

Cave" 

   Archaeological  Ordinance № РД9Р-21 of 

24.06.2015 year of MC - 
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regimes /SG no.64 of 2015 

year/ 

51. Hlyabovo village Dolmen / two-chambered / "Golemite 

Chairi" / "Králeva Saya", 2 km 

southwest  

   Archaeological SG no.41 of 1976 year 

 

52. Hlyabovo village Dolmen / group /, locality Evadjik, 1.5 

km south 

   Archaeological 

 

SG no.41 of 1976 year 

53. Hlyabovo village Dolmen / group /, localities "Stoeva 

krusha" and "Bekir sovat", 1.5 km 

south 

   Archaeological SG no.41 of 1976 year 

 

 

LIST OF OBJECTS WITH STATUS OF IMMOVABLE CULTURAL VALUES / MONUMENTS OF CULTURE / 

WITH THE CATEGORY "NATIONAL IMPORTANCE" OF THE TERRITORY OF YAMBOL REGION 

 

№ Inhabited place 
Name of NCP 

Administrative 

data 

      Type 

/ according to the 

scientific and 

cultural field to 

which they 

refer,according to 

art.47 of CHA/ 

Status document: SG 

no./year/ Protocol to 

the NOPCG/ 

СЕСОНКЦ / 

Ordinance  of MC/ 

   

Q. 

plot № 

1. Bolyarovo 

village 

Remains of Kaleto fortress, 4.5 km 

north 

   Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.94 of 1965 

year 

 

2. Kabile village Remains of Kaleto fortress, 4.5 km    People’s antiquity SG no.69 of 1927 
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north of the fortress near Taushan 

tepe 

 

Antique city "Kabile" / kaleto /, 2 km 

north 

 

 

The territory of the Thracian and 

ancient city of Kabile 

 

Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

 

Archaeological 

Reserve 

year 

 

SG no.94 of 1965 

year 

 

 

 

Decision of КИК of 

25.03.1969year /SG 

no.24 of 1969 year/  

Art. 50 para. 3 of the 

CAC 

3. Stefan 

Karadzhovo 

village 

House-museum collection "Stefan 

Karadzha" 

   Historical SG no.69 of 1972 

year 

4. Town Yambol Underground, now urban halls    People’s 

antiquity 

 

Architectural-

constructional 
 

SG no.154 of 1940 

year 

Protocol of 

14.11.1960 year 

Protocol of 

13.08.1998year 

5. Town Yambol Roman bath Between the 

streets 

“G.Drazhev” and 

“L.Karavelov” 

  Architectural-

constructional 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages 

SG no.94 of 1965 

year 

6. Town Yambol  Medieval fortress, Sofularska Mahala  230 1,2 Architectural-

constructional 

SG no.94 of 1965 

year 



 

  

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and 

historical objects” 

68 

from Antiquity 

and the Middle 

Ages  

Architectural 

group 

 

 

Ordinance № РД9Р-

44/09.10.2015year   

/SG no.10 of 2015 

year 

  

 

 

 

Ecological problems are not much but deepen in time by man's greed and neglecting: 

The nature of the border region has an objective and multiple subjective environmental problems. 

Climate change is objectively affected, and its sudden change would jeopardize the unique habitats of 

Bulgaria and Europe. First of all, the danger comes from the prospect of a change in the rainfall regime: 

Colchwood vegetation develops thanks to the second lowest peak in the months of May - June, which 

however can be lost in regional warming - and thus the high humidity in the eastern parts of the mountain. 

The period 1985-2000 in the region is characterized by prolonged summer and winter droughts, with an 

annual decrease in rainfall averaging 17%. The conclusion is that redirecting the Mediterranean cyclones, 

which is the basis of the fall in winter rainfall and summer drought if it proves to last, can lead to 

destabilization and change of flora and fauna in the region. Conservation-significant species and habitats will 

be threatened. Forestry, agriculture and the prospects for ecotourism will seriously suffer. Drought over the 

last decade has been found to have adversely affected the Strandzha greenland and Caucasian blueberry, but 

the exact dimensions of the changes can not be identified due to lack of targeted monitoring. 
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Regarding the ecological problems that are subject to control and impact, first of all, the intensive use 

of forest resources in the period from 1955 to 1975 and after 1990 has to be noted. Within the boundaries of 

Strandzha Nature Park, forests occupy 80% of the territory, and 67% of forests are formed from different 

types of oak. In Sakar the forest is 48%, less in the Dervent Heights. 

Because of the policy of favoring "productive" coniferous crops at the expense of the "slow" oak, many 

centuries-old oak forests have been destroyed, as well as lonely trees - solitaires - some of them over 500 

years old. At present, about 40% of the forests in the park are under the age of 60, while in 1960 this 

percentage is below 30%. Coniferous plantations, which occupy 8.4% of the forest area, and because they 

are alien to the natural conditions in Strandzha, their future is problematic. In general, Strandzhan forests 

outside the reserves are anthropogenically influenced, low-stemmed, highly diluted. According to the 

GMP management plan, 41% of the park's territory is intended to restore its natural character to deciduous 

forests. In the western part of Strandzha - the forest farms "Zvezdets", "Sredets" and "Elhovo", the last 

outside the boundaries of the GMP - forests with evergreen sub-species are replaced by communities of the 

dry-hornbeam. Following the massive afforestation of the 1960s in Western Strandzha and Sakar Mountains, 

significant coniferous plantations, mainly of black pine, have been built, which have a significant stock of 

wood, but they do not develop sustainably. Due to afforestation in the 60-70 years of the twentieth century in 

Sakar Mountain, the share of coniferous artificially planted species of blackberries, which are now seriously 

ill and subject to felling, is very significant due to the danger of disease, a kind of pandemic caused by the 

rise in temperatures. 

Strandzha is a natural bridge between the seashore and the interior of the country, stretching over 100 

km. to the Dervent Heights. And another 50 to the Sakar Mountains. But the resistance of the sea - mountain 
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among the population of the region is sensitive. The local government in Tsarevo municipality until recently 

considered that it could follow the example of the more developed tourist resorts of Sozopol and Primorsko 

and the nature park prevents the plans for large-scale resort construction along the coast. These plans are 

vitiated by controversial practices such as "shuffling" and providing municipal property to a priceless 

magistrate, which undermines confidence in governance. The attempts to build coastal stripes do not stop 

and even intensify - both around Tsarevo and Sinemorets and Rezovo. The 24-year-old coastal habitat at the 

utilitarian level is a deserted but expensive "beach", which is a very serious environmental and cultural 

problem. 

Just as the Strandzha forest is largely anthropogenically influenced, the animal world of the region is 

subject to increased hunting selection. Compared to numbers in previous years, today the number of noble 

deer - the most attractive animal species in the park - has declined significantly. The limited number of wild 

ungulates, coupled with the sharp decline in livestock breeding, are the cause of loss of meadow habitats 

changed with shrubs and low-stemd forests. 
In Strandzha, anthropogenic ecological problems are soil and water pollution and the landscape picture 

stemming from the unsettled waste management and the lack of sewage and waste water treatment. A 

particular problem is also poaching fishing; Forbidden fishing methods in rivers stress the detached Balkan 

trout population. By itself, the wire fence, the "clone", also acts as a negative ecological factor, as it stops the 

migration of wildlife and thus provides undisturbed hunting grounds for poachers or privileged. 

In the Standzha DNP management plan, threats to species and habitats are classified into two groups. 

The threats of direct destruction are: hunting, fishing, destruction and harvesting of wild plants and animals, 

destruction of habitats; fires and arson; grazing of farm animals in the forests and over-grazing in 



 

  

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and 

historical objects” 

71 

agricultural lands; wildlife disturbance. The threats to species from habitat alterations are: economic use and 

reduction of the area of natural forests; drought of phytoclima; increased tendency of summer drying of 

streams and rivers; destruction of habitats; succession of forests in agricultural lands; plowing of meadows 

and pastures; hydropower and river current corrections; pollution of rivers; water use. 

 

 

Biodiversity ecosystem resources as a large and untapped full resource and opportunity for prosperity: 

 

Material ecosystem resources, rich capacity, unused virtually right to bring prosperity and prosperity to 

the local community. Although on such a large territory they are very heterogeneous, ecosystem resources 

can always benefit and prosperity is how they will be used to be fully beneficial to the local community. 

The largest share is played in ecosystem resources - forestry, which officially yields around 150,000 

cubic meters. timber (139 thousand cubic meters for the five forest holdings on the territory of the DNP 

Strandzha in 2011). The income from wood, taking into account the added value of the production chain, can 

be accepted for at least 15 million BGN per year. A significant share of wood is harvested in the State 

Forestry - Topolovgrad and Forestry - Elhovo. 

Other material ecosystem resources are non-timber forest products, primarily fungi and medicinal 

plants. In Strandzha and Sakar Mountain there are 14 more common types of edible mushrooms. Average 

meanings derived from harvested fees from forest holdings account for an average of 3 tons of Boletus and 

5 tons of Chanterelle mushroom per year, which corresponds to about 50 000 levs at the wholesale 

purchase prices of traders. These quantities are much below the real ones, which can be ascertained in the 
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following way: about 180 people spend about five months in the forest in the Strandzha and Sakar 

mushrooms, and their daily labor is known to exceed 50 leva. we assume that the days with favorable 

climatic conditions are no more than 50, the realized revenues from the collection of mushrooms would be 

about 500 000 levs, or 10 times over the "official" meanings. Of course, the real value of the mushrooms is 

far above the point of purchase at the points. On the other hand, there are reports that in the good years in the 

forests of Strandzha and Sakar are collected "hundreds of tons" of mushrooms. It seems that an estimate of 

BGN 2 to 4 million for the mushroom resources of the border region is not exaggerated. 

This is the region with the largest number of herbs and medicinal plants. Of the more than 150 

species of herbs known in recent years, nine species, mainly St. John's wort, linden, ivy, chamomile, cress 

and three types of berries, are organized. Revenues from the collection of herbs and medicinal plants are 

heavily influenced by market demand and climatic factors. Along with that, more than half of the local 

population is dealing with collections - most of them for their own needs, but some for the market. 

The value created by regional livestock farming is also significantly below potential, despite the 

availability of local resources that makes livestock farming and animal product processing one of the main 

pillars of development in the border region due to the enormous natural resource the region is endowed with. 

The raising of cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, birds and bees on farms and in private farms in the region. It can be 

seen that cattle farming is less well covered, which is understandable, as it is more labor-intensive and 

hinders the aging population. The opportunities offered by a well developed livestock production in the 

region are enormous given the available raw material base, traditions, clean production. This industry can be 

a major pillar along with the timber industry and tourism for the prosperity of the region. The production 

produced by the industry could create a system of food and furnace enterprises to produce quality produce 
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and have a significant demographic effect on the area and in the near future in an adequate and practical state 

intervention in the sector and the region. 

Revenues from the game resources of the Strandzha Mountain, the Dervent Heights and the Sakar 

Mountains are determined on the basis of the estimates of the Executive Forestry Agency regarding the 

minimum prices for the use of game by organized hunting tourism. Calculations have been made for red 

deer, roe deer and wild boar, taking into account the bonuses of the hunting area for the different species 

 

Possible indicators for the future sustainable development of the Strandzha Mountain,  

Dervent Heights and Sakar Mountains: 

The indicators of the state of tourism in the border region represent a methodological difficulty due 

to the specificity of the tourist supply and above all due to the large share of the informal economy in this 

sector, for which the official data are unreliable. 

For the sake of truth, it is often the informal economy that makes it possible for rural guest houses to 

exist. The operation of a sole trader company implies a cost of, say, 1200 BGL per year only in the form of 

social security contributions. Only an amount corresponding to 80 nights' accommodation - an unattainable 

number for most of the Strandzha villages - is needed to cover the obligations to the NSSI. In a remote area 

with poor road infrastructure and only recently emerging tourist interest, in many places to have a tourist 

supply at all, it needs to be in the informal sector. That is, most of the officially exported tourism data should 

be welcomed with caution. 

A better insight into the state of tourism supply and demand can be obtained from some indirect 

indicators. One of them is the number of organized and unorganized visits of the Thracian cult complex 
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near Mishkova niva and other famous and attractive for all year visits anthropogenic cultural facilities. 

Mishkova Niva ranks among the most attractive landmarks in Strandzha, but as an indicator there is another 

advantage. The site is behind the wire fence and is generally hard to find for guests. For this reason, those 

who want to visit it usually turn to the tourist and information center in Malko Tarnovo. There is a strict 

statistics on the number of visitors and the number of visitors that can be used as an indicator of the state of 

sustainable / cultural / tourism in the municipality and for the whole region. According to tourist guides, 

there has been a decrease in 2010 visits due to the crisis: 1100 people and 127 visits in 2009 to 717 people in 

2010. In 2011 there is a recovery, with approximately 850 visits within the year, and for 2015. 862 are the 

visitors of the cult complex. Approximately data can be collected for sites in Sakar Mountain, namely the 

2015th visit to the Thracian rock cult complex "Paleokastro", the dolmens near the village of Hlyabovo 

respectively 367 and 425 visits. 

 

The local community and its survival or extinction: 

The demographic crisis pushes the economy into a downward spiral: depopulation cuts the labor force 

and shrinks the consumer market. In terms of culture, depopulation leads to the loss of authentic folklore and 

customs, as well as to deteriorating the maintenance of material cultural monuments, and, in terms of 

communities, disrupting their organization. 

Negative natural growth and migratory flow deepen the sense of lack of perspective, discouraging the 

remaining inhabitants of Strandzha. Currently, some villages in the interior of the mountain have some 

demographic stabilization, but this can be explained by the fact that the mobile component in the 

communities is no longer present. 
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On the other hand, there is a positive tendency in municipal centers to attract young people who have 

studied outside the region to work in municipal enterprises. This trend is still poor, but demonstrates that the 

demographic flow could be stabilized and even reversed in a region-building strategy. 

 

 

 Examples of management of the sustainable development of Strandzha Mountain as a management 

level for the whole border region with the help of the state: 

 

  The Standzha DNP Biosphere Park as a good model for a good, pragmatic, resource-based 

sustainable development of Strandzha Mountain and the whole border region: 

 

The management of protected natural sites has undergone considerable evolution over the years. The 

UNESCO Human and Biosphere Program was launched in 1976 and in 1977 in Bulgaria 16 biosphere 

reserves were declared; among them "Uzunbuzhak", the largest reserve within the boundaries of NP 

Strandzha. With this program, the relationship between environmental conservation and the needs of local 

communities has been further assessed in the course of this program. New types of biosphere reserves - 

clusters, thematic, cross-border, etc. - are emerging whose main goal is to integrate environmental protection 

with development by involving the local community and cooperative society among stakeholders. 

As a result of this new vision, in 1995 the UNESCO Seville Strategy for Biosphere Reserves. 

According to this strategy, biosphere reserves should perform three complementary functions: 1) 

conservation - preservation of genetic resources, species, ecosystems, landscapes; 2) development - to take 
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care of sustainable economic and human development; 3) logistic support - support for demonstration 

projects, environmental education, research and monitoring related to local, national and global issues of 

environmental protection and sustainable development. The Sustainable Development Indicators that are 

analyzed and offered in this study are intended to be used in the logistic function of biosphere reserves (in 

Bulgaria biosphere reserves of the "second generation" are imposed by the term "biosphere parks"). 

The basic principle of biosphere parks is that they are divided into three elements: a core area or areas 

where strict biodiversity protection and monitoring is minimally disturbing ecosystems. Some low-impact 

uses, such as education and science, are also possible. The second element is the buffer zone, which has 

clearly defined boundaries surrounding the core zones. It is used for cooperative activities with strict 

ecological ecotourism standards. The buffer zone makes a smooth transition to the cooperation area, where 

many sustainable industries, such as agriculture, are developing. The settlements fall into this area. 

One of the main obstacles to the sustainable development of this failing border region is its 

fragmentation, it would have a much greater burden if it is seen as a problematic area that requires continued 

and effective treatment. Now the area is fragmented into territories that are parts of three districts and 12 

municipalities. 

As in the territorial plan of many areas with different statuses / districts and municipalities / as well as 

with respect to the responsible administrations and agencies, as well as the conflicting interests that distract 

life in the region and take away from its vitality. 

The region could be preserved as a natural and cultural - historical entity if the region's governance 

perceives the biosphere park model with the responsible position of the state. 

In this case, there is no need to look for different principles of governance than those already 
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developed. In addition to prestige, support and reputation, which can benefit local tourism, the definition and 

status of the crisis-rescued border region is subject to a tried and tested method of organization that is 

flexible enough to accommodate the specific interests and territorial specificities of the region . 

In this respect, it is worth noting that the Seville Strategy places particular emphasis on the possibility 

of setting up cross-border biosphere parks. Since Turkey has a candidate for membership in the EU, and the 

accession process will surely be a long, joint biosphere park organized on the basis of a world organization 

like UNESCO, it would also play a very important political role - a "first territorial penetration" between two 

very different in need of each other. From the extreme periphery, Strandzha could become a "blade" of 

Europe, which will have a significant impact on the tourist and property sectors of the region. 

 

  

Similar working examples from Europe - Seven Biosphere Park, France - a possible model for the 

development of Strandzha, why not for the whole border region: 

 

The Seville Strategy focuses on sharing information and experiences among the world's biosphere 

parks in the world (by the year 580, located in 114 countries). Of particular interest is the French nature park 

Seven (Cevennes), which is a biosphere reserve from 1985, and was included in the summer of 2011 by 

UNESCO and the World Heritage List. There are a number of similarities in the natural and cultural heritage 

between the two sites, which similarities can not lead to comparisons for social and economic development - 

however, there are dramatic differences.  

The Standzha DNP and the located in southern France Seven have approximately the same area: Seven 
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occupies 91 270 hectares, ie it is only 10% smaller than the Bulgarian park. The peripheral zone of Seven is 

more than 230 thousand hectares, which roughly corresponds to the area of the municipalities bordering the 

Strandzha NP. Both parks are low-mountain, although the French include higher peaks. For both parks the 

pastures are very important (however the forests are structurally important for Strandzha). In both places the 

population density is very low: only 40,000 inhabitants live in the French park, which is very low for 

Western European standards. Seven is recognized as a World Heritage by UNESCO, including the fact that it 

has preserved the model of Mediterranean pasture farming. Over the last three millennia, pastureland has 

shaped the terrain there, resulting in the formation of a "unique cultural landscape". There are many dolmens 

in the region - another key resemblance between the two regions. 

Unfortunately, the "Strandzha" DNP takes a much lesser use of its fortunes than Seven succeeds. An 

estimated 800,000 tourists have visited the French Biosphere Park annually, according to 1998 data. Nearly 

100 years ago, this remote region in southern France has experienced negative demographic processes, but 

soon after the establishment of the park, net migration is already positive. The National Park is managed by a 

state administration company with a budget of about 7 million euros. Over 100 farms contribute to the 

maintenance of pastures in the open air. Although there is a place for forestry in the park, and pastoral 

livestock is being developed as a matter of priority and in many forms, tourism is the most significant source 

of revenue in the region: over 1,000 tourist sites operate. The park extends to the territory of three 

departments and two regions, which is not an obstacle to its existence. Nor is it a problem that 60% of the 

park is privately owned - and is under strict protection. 

The problems faced by “Seven”sound similar to Strandzha: the decline in livestock farming in recent 

years has delayed pasture grazing, resulting in a lot of open areas occupied by shrubs. For this reason, rural 
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activities are supported in the biosphere park, including farm maintenance contracts, subsidies for restoring 

old farm farms, preserving old breeds of cattle and sheep, and a regional brand for meat products. The 

Nature Park Directorate manages hunting and forestry on its area. 

Equal problems - decline in livestock farming and demographic decline - but too different ways to 

overcome them. The French State Park Company has a serious budget. It has somehow reconciled 

conflicting private interests and managed / promoted profitable activities for the local community. In 

addition, the State Park Company takes care of the elements of collective interest - the general appearance of 

the landscape, the regional brand, the restoration of the characteristic chestnut forests, etc. 

Strandzha has been concentrating on adventure tourism and "Greek" rely on the spread of legends and 

myths, such as the one about Bastet's cave. There is also a lot to be done for the development of Strandzha as 

a natural park and for the border region as a whole, and the park management in the world has plenty of 

good examples that can be adapted. This requires a realistic assessment of Strandzha's economic resources, 

on which to provide a basis for achieving a sustainable balance between nature, culture, well-being and 

market imperatives. The Strandzha Biosphere Park is an appropriate form for organizing the scattered 

attempts for regional revival. The neighboring municipalities of Bolyarovo, Sredets and eventually Sozopol 

and Primorsko can be included as a contact zone of this park, the buffer to take over the majority of the 

municipalities of Tsarevo and Malko Tarnovo and the present reserves and protected areas after they the rest 

of Strandzha's old-fashioned natural forests, to be a core area. This does not change the status of existing 

reserves. If it goes along this proven track, the use of sustainable development indicators and a common 

sustainable development index becomes all the more urgent. 

If there is anything in common between the Strandzha municipalities, the municipalities of Sakar and 
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the Dervent Heights, this is their demographic decline, more pronounced than the average for the countryside 

in the country, as well as their border character. In fact, the differences between them are significantly more 

than similarities. Two axes of opposition are observed, the main axis is orientated east-west. The sea 

provides more chances for livelihood, and it also implies a different type of economy geared mainly to the 

tourist supply. The central part of Strandzha with its high humidity, relict vegetation and equally relict 

customs has just begun to find alternative forms of tourism; however, it characterizes the essence of the 

Strandzha toponym and also has undoubted priority in conservation. Western Strandzha and Sakar 

Mountains are distinguished by a heavily aging population, but agriculture is well developed and coniferous 

trees are significant. In Western Strandzha there are also some of the most interesting monuments of the 

megalith culture, the dolmen near the village of Golyam Dervent In Sakar Mountain are preserved the best 

specimens of the ancient human culture on the Balkan Peninsula. These are the dolmens of the villages of 

Hlyabovo, Sakartsi, Oryahovo and Bulgarian meadow. 

The regional and district centers of Bourgas, Yambol and Haskovo are showing not much interest in the 

development of their periphery, especially when there is an inner speech away from the sea; for the local 

authorities and institutions in Bourgas, Yambol and Haskovo the problems of the border region are largely 

unknown, this region is perceived as a burden. Bourgas is a center of attraction for the younger and more 

ambitious inhabitants of the Strandzha municipalities, respectively using their labor resources (this is less so 

for Yambol in the West). 

In order to overcome the backwardness of Strandzha and to ensure sustainable economic, social and 

natural development of this region, purely economic decisions are not enough. Territorial solutions are 

needed. They also concern the infrastructure: probably with a defensive, protective and developing goal the 
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communication between eastern and western Strandzha is severely hampered by the state of the road 

network. 

In fact, it is significantly easier to get from Malko Tarnovo to Svilengrad via Turkey than through the 

Bulgarian territory. In this sense, a complete solution is needed for access to the mountain to the west-east. 

The economy of Strandzha and the region needs general, comprehensive territorial governance for 

several sectoral reasons. In the forest sector seven state forest / hunting enterprises - Tsarevo, Kosti, Malko 

Tarnovo, Gramatikovo, Zvezdets, Sredets and Elhovo - are managed by Strandzha Gorak Sakar - 

Topolovgrad, Svilengrad and Harmanli. But as long as the economic use of forests is at the forefront of 

rivalry of logging in tourism and research, the harvesting potential of Western regions remains largely 

untapped but highly destructive in recent years in which yields exceeded many times afforestation and 

restoration. This elementary organizational a problem might not have existed if the seven enterprises in the 

Strandzha natural region and the three enterprises in Sakar were governed as a whole, not all for themselves. 

Also, the emphasis on alternative forms of tourism in the western Strandzha already produces results, 

but the megalithic heritage is not yet exposing the region in a meaningful way. Southeastern Bulgaria 

provides an opportunity for an overall megalithic tourist route with significant potential for attracting foreign 

tourists. The tourist model can take a chain form: starting from the beach with the megalith Begliktash in the 

municipality of Primorsko, passing through the domed temple near Mishkova niva and the Gradishte place 

near Malko Tarnovo, visiting the dolmen in the Sredets municipality with a continuing connection through 

Voden and with .Gol Dervent to the sanctuary of Paleokastro near Topolovgrad in Sakar and the impressive 

megaliths of the Eastern Rhodopes. This three-day or four-day route would have great potential for 

developing cultural tourism, but its implementation needs common infrastructure and planning. 
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If the region actually experiences economic recovery, at least in the first place finding a workforce will 

be a problem. Notwithstanding relatively high unemployment, new jobs are unlikely to be of interest to local 

people - and especially to coastal communities. Only Sredets municipality and Elhovo municipality have 

some free labor resources, but it will soon be exhausted. Attracting external settlers is a variant, but rather 

expensive and slow. It is also appropriate to look for other, more sustainable forms of labor supply. Such a 

sustainable form of employment is the family farm. If an organization is created in the region that promises a 

safe and profitable sale of production, it is quite likely that there is a partial backward migration to Strandzha 

of those who emigrated in the 1980s. A possible consequence of the increased demand for labor in the region 

will be the integration of the Gypsies, which, however, requires a more special design of the forestries. 

The most important territorial conclusion on the sustainable development of Strandzha is that the region 

needs general governance. 

It is not realistic at least for now to propose the creation of a new area "Border South-disapearing 

Bulgaria", all the more so that it will generate more conflicts and opposition than problems will solve. But it 

is urgent for the state to pay due attention to the 12 municipalities that enter the region by identifying and 

practicing short-term measures to improve the way of life in the border region. 

With regard to Strandzha in a higher degree and to Sakar, forestry enterprise is undoubtedly the 

economic sector of paramount importance, which together with it has all the prerequisites for sustainability. 

Unfortunately, there are reasons to critically address the sustainability of current forest practices in the 

mountain. The interest is significant: the annual harvesting of timber on the territory of Strandzha NP is 

about 150 thousand m³. About 60% of the total gatering, which is close to the country average. The problem 

is not so much in the amount of use of Strandzha's forest resource as in the focus of logging on the more 
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easily accessible terrains and in the old woods with a considerable stock of timber that are overloaded in 

exploitation. There are explanations: the forest roads in Strandzha are in a very bad condition and it is logical 

that the forest entrepreneur aims to minimize the costs by producing more wood per unit area in the richest 

mature forests. But so violate the principles of sustainability 

Since ancient times, Strandzha is known first of all for its forests; and from a modern point of view, the 

most valuable resource of the region is its rich flora. After the intensive felling in 1955 - 1975 and in the first 

years after 1990 the centuries-old forests decreased from 40% to 20% of the territory of the nature park. 

Including about 8% (or 7% on other data) of the park's territory is occupied by centuries-old forests that are 

reserves. Half of the remaining 12% of the park area occupied by centuries-old forests are natural but diluted 

forests with a fullness of less than 0.6. The other 6% of the area occupied with century-old forests between 

the ages of 100 and 120 years today is the subject of the strongest economic interest - the use of logging 

should be severely restricted or discontinued. The old centuries-old forests outside the reserves are needed 

for the development of tourism in Strandzha, they have to be preserved to be displayed. 

If the forestry of Strandzha is governed according to the principles of sustainability, the use of wood 

could keep its current level and even slightly increase - but not at the expense of centuries-old forests but of 

the wooded and coniferous forests. 

Cuttings of forests occupy 25% of the area of the nature park. Many have already reached the age of 70 

years and since they do not have the longevity of the natural forests, it is necessary to make a replacement 

from a coppice to a natural forest. it is imperative that the coppice forests be used more actively. Another 

source of accelerated utilization is coniferous forests, which occupy 8.4% of the park territory and have a 

reserve of 1 million m³. Total of the Strandzha woods and coniferous forests have a reserve of 5 million m³ 
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necessary for restoration of the diluted old forests mainly in Strandzha. Diluted forests are an additional 

source of wood as there is a need for field felling, which means that there are sources to compensate for the 

abandonment of harvesting in the attractive forests outside the reserves. 

In order to be able to implement this sustainable plan, a common forestry planning is needed in this 

border region. 

The complex management plan for forestry in Strandzha, which should be one of the first tasks of a 

potential biosphere park, can solve the problem raised. But logging will not become a sustainable regional 

industry unless it is accompanied by a revival of the woodworking industry. The case demonstrates the 

strictly regional character of the concept of sustainability: even if forestry stabilizes, the export of raw 

materials from the region leaves no room for added value. On the one hand, the participation of local 

companies is insufficient: according to the working plan for management of the natural park, only 4 

companies are engaged in forestry in the municipality of Tsarevo and two in the municipality of Malko 

Tarnovo. More importantly, wood is mainly processed outside the region, which deprives local residents of 

livelihoods. Approximately 10 woodworking plants are located in the adjacent parkland, each with a capacity 

of 2000 cubic metersm, a lot of wood for the production of stoned materials and parquet. In Burgas, a 

significant amount of technological wood (40 000 tons) is directed at the “Kronoshpan - Bulgaria”plant. Also 

large volumes of timber are exported to Turkey or used for the production of charcoal in Primorsko 

municipality. Approximately one fifth of the harvested wood is processed into or with effect on the regional 

economy. Probably the minimum share that can be said of regional resistance to wood processing is one third 

of the mined quantity - or at least 50 thousand cubic meters within the nature park. 

It is worth noting the considerable historical experience Strandzha has in the field of forest production 



 

  

Project CB005.1.22.166 “Development of common cultural tourism destination in the Strandzha (Yildiz)/ Sakar area based on archaeological and 

historical objects” 

85 

cooperatives. This time-tested model should be accepted as a model in the present. For only two decades, 

from 1922 to 1944, the Strandzha forest cooperatives have changed the image of the whole region: they 

stabilize the economy and improve the livelihood and the lifestyle of the mountain population (Encyclopedic 

Guide Malko Tarnovo, see also Strandzha - Sakars Collection, Vol. I, 1984). Originally emerging as credit 

cooperative societies, they quickly grow into labor and manufacturing. After the initial organizational period, 

in 1925 the forest cooperatives in Strandzha succeeded in realizing their production directly on the market in 

Constantinople, thus bypassing the intermediaries. Realized earnings allow not only to distribute dividends, 

but also to set aside 20% of the net result for a "public capital" fund. In 1939, 76% of those employed in 

forestry - or 36% of the total population - are members of cooperatives. In the same year, the Strandzha 

Forest Cooperatives already have a parquet factory, five sawmills and a barracks workshop. Improvement of 

working conditions and better livelihood allow co-operators to issue their own newspaper, invite external 

lecturers, keep chitalishte and libraries. The native peak of the cooperative forestry in Strandzha is the 

creation of its own fleet (which became imperative because of the disturbed by the war transport 

communications) - which in 1941 started the shipbuilding in Tsarevo. In 1943, 34 cooperatives of forestry 

and 4 agricultural cooperatives were members of the Regional Cooperative Union, providing livelihood to 

4,800 households (about 20,000 people). This contrasts with less than 200 people employed in the forestry 

industry today. 

The organization of modern harvesting in Bulgaria is at present contradictory to this historical example 

of success of an organizational method that has led to an upturn in the entire region. This in itself speaks that 

the "modern" model is not regionally sustainable, albeit productive. Large forest enterprises whose 

headquarters and business interests are outside the region generate predominantly outgoing material flows. 
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Especially in terms of woodworking it can be said that it has the potential to develop well on a cooperative 

principle in Strandzha and Sakar Mountains. The model includes initial credit granted by the Bulgarian 

Development Bank, orientation of production to demanded production, realization of this output in the final 

markets (with the help of state marketing), diversification in other related enterprises: for the production of 

parquet, for wooden pellets for heating, a plant for the production of energy from biomass and others. It is 

possible for successful cooperatives to create capacity up to several years to realize modern logging. 

As a whole, in the agriculture of Eastern Strandzha, Sakar and Dervent Heights, it is appropriate to re-

evaluate the cultivation of monocultures, which are pretentious in terms of soil conditions and water regime: 

corn, cereals, beans, vegetables and others. The orientation towards the sowing of herbs seems much more 

promising. In the municipality of Malko Tarnovo in 2012 the first 20 decares of lemon and marigold are 

planted. In the municipality of Bolyarovo near the village of Voden is grown a mint, and in the municipality 

of Elhovo there is a company producing herbal teas, lavender is already widely regarded as a herb and 

technical culture in the municipality of Topolovgrad. The question should be raised as to the appropriateness 

of strictly following the prohibition on the whole territory of the nature park for the cultivation of alien plant 

species of the region, such as lavender. In general, the region is a very suitable field for wider development 

of organic farming, which requires a regional strategy, a broad training and literacy program among the local 

population, and a commitment of the state to the sale, ie. state marketing of Strandzha products. It is also 

appropriate to apply the achievements of the new permaculture movement, such as mulch, which could 

improve the traditional way of fertilizing fields leading to the evaporation of the cake. Some principles of 

permaculture such as co-cultivation of corn and beans or corn with acacia trees can also improve the 

outcome. 
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Either way, agriculture in the border region has better prospects in livestock farming and first in 

sheep breeding. Small farms of several hundred sheep to be reared on farms that are characterized by wide 

specialization, ie, are preferred. practicing a wide range of agricultural activities depending on opportunities 

and demand. Sheep breeding provides meat, wool and milk, which also determines the nature of the 

processing plants. 

Primary sectoral sectors, besides forestry and agriculture, include fisheries, beekeeping, hunting, 

harvesting. According to the working plan for the management of Strandzha NP, a large part of the collectors 

are of Roma origin, poorly educated. The total number is estimated at 140 people. It should be noted that the 

collection of mushrooms is highly variable in individual years. It is also worth noting the significant share of 

the gray sector. 

With regard to fish resources, poaching has led to the discarding of more easily accessible rivers, 

which means losing a good opportunity for fishing tourism. The population of trout in the rivers Veleka and 

Rezovska and their tributaries could be a valuable resource for emotional fishing. Unfortunately, at this time 

due to the ambiguity and lack of capacity regarding the control functions of fishing in the park, this potential 

is regressing. 

Hunting tourism in Strandzha undoubtedly has its place both in the nature park and in the biosphere 

reserve. However, it should be noted that logic implies that the priority of a sector in the management of 

regional sustainable development should be determined on the basis of its economic contribution. In 

practice, hunting is currently being destroyed Traditionally, hunting tourism absorbs significant investments, 

but in this case we are talking about chronic losses. The hypothesis of "draining" is also possible when 

private hunters take advantage of state resources to maintain wildlife largely free of charge. 
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Currently the greatest real hopes for the development of the region are assigned to tourism, in its 

various forms: The base, the backbone of the region, has been clear for centuries, the nature, the sea 

and the anthropogenic cultural monuments: 

At present, a good level of living, sea and sea tourism creates in the Strandzha. Where the 

seasonal level and standard of living are at the required level. In the settlements along the coast. In the 

nearby villages, a standard has been created at a decent level. 

But the interior, regardless of the active and wide-scale activity of the Strandzha DNP, is all 

episodic, campaigning and has no year-round nature at all, as is the case with the region. Given the 

natural and anthropogenic cultural resources that are of great tourist value, importance, significance, 

the accumulation is from the ancient antiquity to the present day in great abundance and diversity. 

 

The sea tourism is still a basic type and structurally determined branch for the municipalities of 

Sozopol, Primorsko and Tsarevo, the available base allows for the simultaneous rest of 180 - 190 thousand 

tourists daily. Maritime tourism is a source of livelihood, but it does not guarantee territorial sustainability. 

On the other hand, anthropogenic cultural tourism is confronted with the limitations of the poorly 

developed tourist base in the interior. According to experts in the municipalities and in the management of 

the nature park, in 2015 there is a significant increase in tourist visits to Strandzha with interest in ecological 

and cultural tourism. The positive trend can still not be worthwhile. However, the opinion that the efforts 

made to create more attractive museum expositions, promoting the values of Strandzha, promoting the 

activities of the park, etc., prevails. already give their first results. 
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Tourism within the South-Disappearing Border Bulgaria in the near future should be equally balanced 

on the two main pillars, the two main resources that exist and are given by nature and humanity. This implies 

in the area, besides the basic harvesting, the use of the gifts of nature, ecological agriculture, herbivore, 

livestock, beekeeping, the cultivation of essential oil crops, viticulture and perennials. To develop rapidly, 

with local and state aid, cultural tourism at the sites that archaeologists and tour operators will identify as 

significant and those that can be used throughout the year. Ecotourism development wherever possible, 

landscapes and amenities determined by ecologists and development of rural tourism in settlements where 

nature, cultural monuments, available infrastructure and staff allow the development of this type of tourism. 

The cognitive-cultural tourism in the area has an inexhaustible base that has been rampant and enriched 

since ancient times to the present day. It offers an inexhaustible set of pleasant surprises. The question is to 

have these riches presented to their guests properly, attracting guests all year round. 

They can be exploited and ennoble their visitors throughout the year. In order for the local community, 

local authorities, regional authorities and state power to benefit, they must work in sync and have close-to-

set realistic and socially beneficial goals. In addition to the infrastructure, it is also necessary to advertise the 

anthropogenic cultural monuments not only within the country but also around the world. The ad should be 

good and engaging. To this day, it has been portrayed messy by many subjects. 

Advertising has to be promoted in many aspects, offering product throughout the year, through 

advertising on various interesting specialized exchanges, with tour operators, municipalities, businesses and 

more. not only on the local market but also on the foreign ones. 

Advertising on the spot, along the transport infrastructure, in the area of the cultural monuments 

themselves in the settlements through advertising and signage advertising targeted to objects and 
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infrastructure. Good performance of the guests' service in the dining, rest and recreation areas and the 

cultural sites themselves. 

The local community itself must have a good and hospitable attitude towards the guests of the area, 

which is a kind of strong mouth-to-mouth advertising and it is a strong and permanent advertisement of the 

area. 

Staff who are busy with the tourist business and the service sphere should be at the level of the 

requirements of the guests of the area, to be a strong kind of advertisement. 

Good advertising will also be the good infrastructure, transport, social and commercial, which is of 

great importance for the presentation and advertising of the area, to its guests now and in the future. 

The best for nowadays advertising of the anthropogenic cultural landmarks is made by the 

municipalities of Sozopol, Malko Tarnovo, Tsarevo, Primors. 

The other municipalities of Western Strandzha, the Dervent Heights and the Sakar Mountains are not 

active in advertising their available resources and resources; they have yet to understand what resources they 

have and can develop year after year in the local community's position and prosperity. 

They lack the idea of developing tourism in the near future, based on their natural assets and their 

anthropo - cultural crafts. 

Here, for the development of the relationship and the social development and development of the 

tourism infrastructure, can be the role of the state, in the person of the Ministry of Tourism and NAIM - 

BAS, the Ethnographic Institute, some higher education institutions, the Bourgas Chamber of Tourism and 

other institutions, support; Stara Zagora Chamber of Commerce and Industry Bourgas Chamber of Tourism, 

advertising is strongly embedded in some projects of the CBC Bulgaria program - Turkey, some tour 
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operators operating in the region of Strandzha - Sakar and the South Black Sea coast, the cartographic 

company Geopan - Bugas, some literary and scientific publications and others. 

As such good beginnings, one can mention: 

• Geopan - Tourist Map of Strandzha 1: 100 00 

• Edition - Strandzha mountain and the guardians of the secret knowledge. - Valeria folk 

• the publications of the Tangra Tanakra Foundation - tourist guides of the Strandzha and Sakar 

Mountains, 

• Arnaudov, M. To the fire-dancers in Strandzha. / Writings on Bulgarian Folklore, Sofia, 1996, point II 

Geography of Bulgaria. Geographic Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. S., 2002 

• Demographic potential, infrastructure, natural resources, cultural and historical resources, potential 

for development and diversification of the business according to the requirements of NATURA 2000 on the 

territory of the future local initiative group in the municipalities Malko Tarnovo, Tsarevo and Primorsko. 

Report. Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation, Sofia, 2009 

• Encyclopedic Reference Guide. Small Tarnovo. Strandzha. Municipality of Malko Tarnovo, Archives 

State Agency. C, 2009 

• "Tourist Strandzha" - an independent poetry collection of the poet of Kalov, artist and traveler 

Zhelyazko Kiryazov Stamov. 

• The Nature of Strandzha Park. DAG, Directorate of Strandzha Nature Park. 

• Bourgas, 2009 

• Uzunova, Uzunov. Plants in Strandzha Nature Park. Bourgas, 2008 

• Advertising catalogs and books on local history, customs, nature and amenities from 12 municipalities 
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in South-East Border Bulgaria. 

• Online catalog of certified sites with the brand "Strandzha", 

• Creation of the Regional Brand of Strandzha DNP, which aims to develop local products, agriculture, 

tourism services based on the sustainable development of the region. 

• Creation of BRAND "Strandzha" and preparation of such eventually for the whole border region. A 

strategy document through which all stakeholders outline the most important steps for the future 

development of Strandzha and the region can bring money from the EU to this part of Bulgaria. The creation 

of the Strandzha brand, better interaction between local and central government as well as solving the 

problems related to the human factor, hunting and forestry, infrastructure, social and educational sphere are 

the marked steps that will not only save but also will develop the region. "The existence of a clear concept of 

how to move forward in the conservation and development of Strandzha-Sakar is the first key point. 

The sustainable development of tourism in protected areas is conditioned by a variety of factors. 

These are the tourist resources, the specificity of the region and the material base, the degree of 

engagement of the local population in the various spheres of tourism, the benefits and constraints associated 

with the regimes of management, etc. Regions with a distinctive appearance and favorable conditions for the 

development of tourism with proper planning and management can be turned into preferred tourist 

destinations. The subject of the present study is the Strandzha Nature Park. The aim is to analyze the natural 

and anthropogenic tourism resources, the human factor within the park, the nature of the visitors and the 

opportunities for offering nature-friendly types of alternative tourism, as well as the mechanisms for 

improving the quality by imposing Regional Brand "Strandzha".  

• Creation of Regional Brand "Strandzha" 
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• Creating and affirming a brand is designed to create trust, product recognition and quality assurance. 

The development and introduction of a Strandzha Quality Brand is based on the need to create and enforce a 

more effective marketing tool through which the products from the Strandzha Nature Park region can be 

more competitive on the market. 

• The brand's goal is to distinguish the product from that of its competitors, enhance the perception of 

value and the satisfaction of the experience. Due to the ever-increasing choice of consumers, the importance 

of branding has been progressively growing over the years. Customers are willing to pay more for well-

established and popular brands. Building a successful brand identity is a competitive advantage and a lever 

to increase sales and profit. However, it should be borne in mind that an approach that is successful in one 

market would be a failure of another if not taking into account the natural assets and cultural differences in 

the region. Both communication and the product itself have to be adapted for the local market. 

The proposal of the Park Directorate is at the beginning of the process that the criteria for obtaining and 

using this trademark be introduced into the guest houses; family hotels and all other tourist sites interested in 

the process and its benefits, as well as to entrepreneurs offering services related to tourism in the area. This 

process is a system of voluntary certification of quality and sustainable use of resources in tourist sites and 

other businesses related to the park territory. For this reason, sites must first be categorized or categorized 

and maintain a consistent level of quality according to their category. 

The brand will be used both by entrepreneurs in the tourism business as well as by local producers and 

craftsmen. It will be awarded by a Local Certification Group, which includes independent assessors, 

representatives of the Strandzha DNP and the local communities for a period of 3 years, after which the sites 

again undergo a certification process. The goal is to demonstrate that they continue to meet the high 
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standards of service quality and environmental friendliness, namely: 

- focusing on the natural environment, cultural and historical landmarks in the region through pictures, 

pictures, printed and electronic materials, contact with guides and the opportunity to communicate with 

nature in an appropriate way; 

- emphasis on the good interpretation of the park's natural values, knowledge of the natural and cultural 

landmarks of the area, as well as the problems related to reducing the negative influence of human activity 

on nature; 

- Proven practice of environmental sustainability and minimal negative environmental impact, 

including advice to guests about environmental protection. 

- contributing to nature conservation and supporting activities related to sustainable tourism, the Park 

and the protection of the wildlife; 

- support for NGOs working to protect the environment, protect guests from the purchase of goods 

related to rare and protected species, etc.; 

- contributing to the local community and hiring local staff; 

- offering local products and souvenirs, furnishing mainly with Bulgarian goods, inclusion in the menu 

of traditional dishes and beverages for the region; 

- respect for local culture and integration of relevant cultural elements from the region or prepared with 

the involvement of the local community; 

- information and interpretative programs to accurately and accurately portray local culture and 

traditions; 

- customer care. 
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 The needs and opportunities for the development of environmentally friendly tourism in the 

region since 1997. The Directorate of the Strandzha Nature Park started working actively with 

the people living on the territory of the Park for the development of sustainable tourism in it. 

Partners in the process were the Bourgas Association for Ecological and Rural Tourism, the 

Bulgarian-Swiss Biodiversity Conservation Program - BSPOP (Strandzha Project) and the 

Bourgas Regional Tourist Association. Anthropogenic cultural attractions have been included in 

the activities of the DNP 
The beginning is based on an inventory of the available potential and the opportunities for creating a 

tourist product in the Park. For Pilot Areas the villages of Brashlyan, Gramatikovo and Bulgari were selected 

and the expert assistance of Bulgarian and foreign consultants identified the necessary measures for their 

development. In 5 of the villages, associations were established, with the main purpose of working to restore 

and preserve the cultural traditions and to support the development of nature tourism in the Park. In 

Brashlyan, Malko Tarnovo, Gramatikovo, Bulgari, Kosti, Brodilovo, the first enthusiasts started preparing 

their houses for tourists. The Park's Directorate organizes and continuously organizes consultations and 

trainings with local people on an annual basis to improve the level of tourist services offered. 

• The Park Directorate revitalized the fire-dancing ritual in the village of Bulgari, repaired the chapels 

sacred to the nestinaries, the chapels, the shrine. Each year the ritual is held on June 3 and is visited by over 

3000 tourists and guests. In 2005, the GMP restored another part of the ritual - the march to the Great 
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Hemisphere, where the people from the 5 Nestinar villages - Gramatikovo, Kosti, Kondolovo, Slivarovo and 

Bulgari, carrying icons, gather in their sacred springs "And" every village makes a table, you dance. 

• In 1998/9, the Park Directorate together with BSBP prepared and published the first tourist guide 

"Where to Stay in Strandzha Nature Park", describing in it the available places for accommodation and 

catering in the territory of the Park, which was distributed on tourist fairs in Sofia and Varna, as well as with 

the help of partners - to many tourist information centers in the country. 

• In 1999 the first detailed tourist map of the Strandzha NP was prepared and issued by the Park 

Directorate with the support of the Peace Corps and the BSEC. 

• There were 5 information points for the Park - providing nature conservation and tourist information - 

the village of Brashlyan, the village of Gramatikovo, the village of Bulgari, the village of Kosti and the town 

of Ahtopol. 

• In 2001, within the framework of the Strandzha Project of the BSBPB, with the support of the Park 

Directorate, was created the first Natural Nature Collection in Bulgaria - a permanent interactive exhibition 

for Strandzha park in one of the buildings of the Museum Complex in the town of Malko Tarnovo , 

popularized all over the country with the bird talk phone, the room simulating the night forest, the language 

course of the animals and others. 
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• In June 2002, the first three-day tour of journalists from the national and regional media was held on 

the territory of the Park, presenting the opportunities of the Sustainable Tourism Park - visit of natural 

landmarks and museum expositions, as well as participation in the women's seminar from the village of 

Brashlyan - folklore program for tourists including Strandzhan songs, chorus, demonstration and testing of 

female crafts, tasting of Strandzhan specialties, etc. As a result, a series of materials on the opportunities 

offered by the Park to lovers of non-standard forms of tourism and adventures in nature were published and 

broadcast in print and electronic media. 

• Also in 2002, the Directorate, together with local associations, organized the first Zelenika Festival to 

promote the opportunities for green tourism in the Park. It includes local people, journalists, tour operators, 

friends of Strandzha from all over the country. It is held every year in May and attracts more and more 

individual and organized tourists are included in it. Annually, the program includes interesting events - the 

opening of information centers, interpretative eco-paths, tourist sites and others. 

• In 2005, 16 tourist guides from different localities from the Park were trained. 

• In 2006, 20 local residents participated in animator training. 

• In May 2007, the new Information and Visitor Center opened at the Strandzha Nature Park Directorate 

in the town of Malko Tarnovo. The center offers detailed information about the opportunities for hiking in 

the Park - itineraries, paths, accommodation and dining, as well as pleasant moments of relaxation and 

entertainment with the interactive exposition of the center - the visitor can go head to the oak hollow and 
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discover who lives in listen to the voices of all the frogs in Strandzha, to trace the traces and beetles, which 

animal has passed from here and so on. 

• In 2007 the first tourist guide for Strandzha was prepared and printed - general information about 

settlements, nature, places of accommodation, routes, cultural and historical heritage. (Color Edition, 214 

pages). In 2008 the tourist guide was issued in English. 

• More than 30 brochures, leaflets and catalogs with tourist information in Bulgarian, English, Russian, 

French and German, distributed on tourist fairs and markets, in the information centers throughout the 

country. 

• According to the data of the "Strandzha" DNP in 2008, the available bed base in the park was as 

follows: 

 

• Tsarevo Municipality in the mountain villages - about 140 beds, of which in: 

· Village of Bulgari - guest rooms - 40 beds 

· Village of Brodilovo - guest rooms - 20 beds, dormitory - 50 beds 

· Village of Kosti - guest rooms - 30 beds 
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Municipality of Malko Tarnovo - about 457 beds, of which in: 

· Hotels - 160 beds 

· Guest houses - 25 beds 

· Family hotel - 20 beds; guest rooms - 150 beds 

· Hunting home - 22 beds 

· Boarding house - 80 beds 

 

 

A large number of shelters have authentic architecture for Strandzha Mountain and quality services. They 

offer varied and delicious traditional local cuisine. The main accommodation base for Malko Tarnovo 

municipality is concentrated in Malko Tarnovo, Brashlyan, Gramatikovo, Kachul and Stoilovo, and Tsarevo 

- in the village of Bulgari, Kosti village and the village of Brodilovo. Most accommodations are single, 

double or triple. In the village of Brashlyan have the greatest tourist experience and traditions. 

In the interior of Strandzha Nature Park there are good places to eat in: Malko Tarnovo - 7, Gramatikovo - 4, 

Brushian - 2, Kosti - 2, Brodilovo - 1 restaurant with 90 seats with nesting dances, 1 bowl with 50 seats, 

Stoilovo - 1 bistro with 50 seats, Maldejko - 1 bistro with 30 seats. 
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A large number of shelters have authentic architecture for Strandzha Mountain and quality services. They 

offer varied and delicious traditional local cuisine. The main accommodation base for Malko Tarnovo 

municipality is concentrated in Malko Tarnovo, Brashlyan, Gramatikovo, Kachul and Stoilovo, and Tsarevo 

- in the village of Bulgari, Kosti village and the village of Brodilovo. Most accommodations are single, 

double or triple. In the village of Brashlyan have the greatest tourist experience and traditions. 

In the interior of Strandzha Nature Park there are good places to eat in: Malko Tarnovo - 7, Gramatikovo - 4, 

Brushian - 2, Kosti - 2, Brodilovo - 1 restaurant with 90 seats with nesting dances, 1 bowl with 50 seats, 

Stoilovo - 1 bistro with 50 seats, Mladezhko - 1 bistro with 30 seats. 

• Good tourist infrastructure was built: 

· Interpretive eco-paths - 7 

· 300 km marked routes 

· Shelters - 20 

· Observation towers – 4 

• Additional tourist services are relatively well developed - craft demonstrations, archaeological tours, folk 

attractions, guided tours with guide-animators, etc. are available. Ecotourism attractions are specially packed 
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for tourists - mountain walking tours, bicycle trips, overnight in the nature, visits to churches and chapels, 

participation in traditional celebrations, etc. 

• At present, the tourist product in Strandzha has two main varieties: 

· One-day programs for mass tourism 

· Environmentally friendly tourism (specialized), based on the interests and strictly specific needs of tourists. 

 

 There are tourist attractions for tourists from the Black Sea coast in the interior of Strandzha: 

· Brashlyan village - visit of the church "St. Dimitar", the museum museum school, a short walk through the 

village, Sedyanka - a folklore program with a demonstration of Strandzha crafts, tasting of local culinary 

specialties in the yard of an old house 

· Village Brodilovo - walk with donkey cart, folklore program, children's application, tasting of specialties in 

the yard of a house 

· Jeep-safari - Mladezhko village - the springs of the Mladezhka River - the caves - Brashlyan - the waterfall 

- Sunny Beach 
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For second year is implemented a 15 day program for French tourists. The route starts from the springs of 

the Mladezhka river, passes through Petrova niva, Brashlyan, Stoilovo, Malko Tarnovo, Gramatikovo, 

Kondolovo, Bulgari, Kosti, Brodilovo and ends in Sinemorets. 

A second year also runs a tourist program for families with children. The route starts from Sinemorets and 

ends in Brashlyan. 

 In 2008 the Strandzha Nature Park Directorate patented the Strandzha certification mark in order to 

increase the competitiveness of the tourist products and services with this brand on the domestic and 

international market, increase the revenues from tourism for the region and the benefits of this the local 

communities and the protected area and the image of the region of Strandzha Nature Park as a 

destination for quality and sustainable tourism. 

 The Strandzha certification marks consumers' added value above the standard offering of high quality 

standards for products and services, a different and original product, authentic environment, unique 

experiences and services, the opportunity for immediate contact with the local community, to live up to 

the local lifestyle, culture, traditions and preserved natural environment. The Strandzha brand has a 

proven competitive environmental advantage and a concern for preservation and preservation of the 

natural and anthropogenic resources of the territory. 

 The first 23 tourist sites certified to meet the required standards were certified. 
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Certified products and services had to meet the following criteria: 

· Focusing on the natural environment - an opportunity for visitors in the area to communicate with nature 

· Emphasis on good interpretation - better understanding, appreciation and satisfaction with contact with 

nature and relevant experience 

· Demonstration of ongoing practices of environmental sustainability and minimal negative environmental 

impact - Demonstrating ongoing and focused efforts to achieve best practices in sustainable tourism 

· A direct contribution to nature conservation 

· Providing benefits to the local community (people living in / around the territory of Strandzha NP) 

· Respect for local culture - presence of local culture elements in the products offered 

· Proven customer care - responsible attitude and adequacy to the user's expectations. 

 Strandzha DNP - developed Android Apps on Google Play 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bitmapbulgaria.Strandzha&hl... 

 • Promotional materials are published on the occasion of another tourist year, they are organized and 

participated by many organizations and structures in different types of tourist fairs, 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bitmapbulgaria.strandja&hl
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 • advertising of the area of any kind, paper, electronic, advertising is made by municipalities, hotels, 

guest houses, etc. NGOs, 

 • Advertising on the border region, which includes the districts of Bourgas, Haskovo and Yambol, in 

connection with projects under the CBC Bulgaria - Turkey program. 

 • Developed by the state is the Strategic Plan for Development of Cultural Tourism in Bulgaria 

The need to draw up a Strategic Plan for the Development of Cultural Tourism based on in-depth 

marketing studies and analyzes is a result of the desire to create a policy for cultural tourism that will give a 

strategic impetus to the tourism sector. This necessity is increased due to two closely related elements, 

namely: Bulgaria's entry into the European Union and the international economic crisis, which affects to a 

large extent the European Community and especially the new members from Eastern Europe. 

Bulgaria is a country rich in a diverse cultural heritage and its unusualness is due to the immediate 

interaction between cultural, historical, archaeological and natural resources. The strategy for local systems 

must contribute to highlighting this unusualness, aiming to link the resources of an area into a common 

framework capable of turning them into factors for enhancing tourist attraction, and hence factors for 

economic development. 

The basic unit of the strategic plan is the so-called LoCuS, an acronym that stands for a local cultural 

system. an area that, by sharing values, cultural resources, territory, infrastructure systems, is able to 

combine the various elements of a potential tourist offer for a particular market target group. This is a 

complex concept that unites the territory with its cultural resources, relevant themes, and the targeted market 

segment. 

LoCuS means: 
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- a system based on the historical, cultural, ethnic and natural identity of places (= LOCAL); 

- a concept to attract visitors interested in acquainting with the cultural values of cities and villages other 

than those in which they are constantly living, in order to gain new information and gain new experience in 

meeting their cultural needs; 

- an integrated mix of resources related to historical and cultural traditions, to visual arts and scenic arts, to 

the creative industry, organized and connected to each other by sharing a common vision of the region, its 

development strategies, the target market segment (= SYSTEM) . 

A joint analysis of territorial resources and cultural tourism sectors allows the identification of 13 local 

cultural systems (LOCUs), different in their composition, by the type of resources and potential of tourism 

development. 

LOCUS 8: The Strandzha Mountain has significant potential in terms of ecological and cultural sectors 

due to the natural, historical - cultural and landscape resources. 

Bulgaria's new technologies are still under-represented. A major challenge in this regard is to create the 

conditions for stimulating the business's interest in implementing scientific excellence in its practical work. 

Technological factors have a significant impact on the tourism industry and, in particular, on the distribution 

of tourist services and products. The technological innovation and technological advances in tourism, access 

to the Internet and mobile devices for reservation of tourist services, and digital channels for the realization 

of tourist services stand out with particularly strong influence. The dynamics of competition on the 

international tourist markets and the priority nature of tourism for the Bulgarian economy require a 

consideration of the evolution of the information society and the massive application of online distribution 

systems. 
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In 2016, the long-standing effort was crowned with an official request by the Bulgarian state's state that most 

of the territory of the Strandzha DNP should be entered in the UNESCO representative's list of the Man and 

the Biosphere Program as a biosphere park (post-sevilla biosphere reserve). Experts from the Strandzha DNP 

have achieved key support and confidence at the municipal level, which has decisively influenced other 

levels of government in reaching the overall state support for the nomination. As a new-generation biosphere 

park, the Nature Park has established itself as one of the four model Bulgarian territories that work and 

present the best world practices for sustainable development in a natural environment. 

  

 

Vision for a new Cultural-cognitive tourism product for the region, including  

its three constituent parts:  

A special place among the tourist potential of the Region is cultural tourism. It includes the first place 

of the anthropogenic monuments of human culture from antiquity to the present day, 

Part of the cultural-cognitive tourism product is also religious tourism. The lack of restrictions of 

religious character, the existing freedom of religion in our country, the understanding and support of the 

government, the society and the church institutions provide good opportunities for combining religion with 

elements of cultural and cognitive tourism and full use of the available potential. 

The Festival and event tourism is also a key element of the cultural-cognitive tourist product. 

What is needed for the cultural-cognitive tourist product "Rejuvenation" of the cultural tourism product 

line through a major restoration of a large part of the cultural monuments in the region and the modernization 
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of their physical environment; restoring and maintaining local cultural traditions (custom and events); 

improving transport accessibility to cultural resources of tourism. 

The development of the religious tourist product of the destination is related to the restoration of the 

rest of the religious sites on the territory of Strandzha - Sakar (monasteries, churches and sanctuaries); 

discovering and remembrance of religious myths, legends, traditions, beliefs, rituals related to the history of 

the sites concerned; creating an appropriate superstructure (accommodation and feeding places) to or within 

the respective religious sites. In terms of content, the product line of Bulgarian religious tourism should be 

developed in three main directions: thematic religious routes: Interesting cult places in Strandzha and Sakar 

Mountains, Medieval churches in Sakar Mountains, Haidushki Monastery and others. 

The provision of information for the tourism sector is generally not at the required level with respect to 

all types of information - administrative, regulatory, statistical and marketing. The problems are of 

methodological, infrastructure, technological and institutional nature. 

In planning ad campaigns, regardless of internal or external markets, the following principles need to 

be respected: 1) to have clear, concrete and measurable goals; 2) Campaigns should be better targeted, 

especially when they are product-oriented; 3) the objectives and target groups should be in line with 

Bulgaria's common strategic policy to promote the country as a tourist destination to achieve consistency in 

performance and sustainability. When conducting promotional campaigns, we need to seek better interaction 

with tour operators in relation to specific advertised tourist products (for example, to provide them with 

additional information about sites and terms of use) so that they can satisfy the interest of potential tourists. 

While advertising on television and on the Internet, as well as leaflets, catalogs and brochures are 

among the most widely communicated channels, media planning of subsequent advertising campaigns 
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should not only be based on traditional media (including Internet). It would be beneficial to seek out 

opportunities for the country to provoke from mouth to mouth, through blogs, social networking, opinion 

leaders among certain target audiences. It is of utmost importance to work with tour operators to raise their 

awareness of the country and increase supply, as well as: 

Promoting Innovation: 

Creating conditions for the introduction of innovations from the tourism business (optimization of 

processes, efficient resource management, including human, introduction of automation, etc.). 

Support for regular events (forums, conferences, etc.) at national level and in tourist areas to promote 

current trends and innovations in the tourism sector with guest speakers from successful Bulgarian and 

foreign innovative enterprises in tourism (eg similar to WEBIT) 

Exploration of good practices and policies for the introduction of innovations in the tourism sector 

applied in other tourist areas. 

Joint initiatives with municipalities and tourist organizations to create augmented reality 50, virtual 

reality - eg. virtual tours in 3D reconstructions, and / or use of (Wearables) 51 for the realization of the 

tourist supply of tourist places and tourist sites 

Partnership for facilitating access and procedures for cooperation of SMEs in tourism with modern 

innovative organizations for business support 

Planning and implementation of advertising and information campaigns to attract tourists targeting 

foreign markets (including markets generating visits throughout the year) 

Planning and implementation of advertising and information campaigns for stimulating the trips of the 

Bulgarians in the country. 
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Planning and implementation of specialized online campaigns to promote specialized tourism (eg, 

cultural, festival and others). 

 

 

In 2030, Bulgaria's distinguishing features as a tourist destination will be: 
»A tourist destination with a distinctive national identity based on preserved, authentic and socialized 

natural and cultural landmarks» 

A tourist destination with a high-quality tourist product to satisfy the target consumers with a 

competitive price / quality ratio 

»A popular tourist destination with a good image on the tourist market, recognizable and preferred by 

Bulgarian and foreign tourists in front of the main competitors in four seasons 

»Destination for Sustainable Tourism - tourism in Bulgaria will be among the leading (structurally 

identifying) sectors of the national economy that: the country's resources to create rising national income and 

well-paid employment; creates the resources and conditions for preserving, preserving and restoring the 

environment; creates resources and conditions for the social well-being of local communities. We hope that 

our country, then, will be a good place to live for its citizens, and our region will be as an advertising face as 

a connection of centuries and modern times. Again, here nature is pure and fragrant, the hospitality is world-

class, and the hospitable and good people. 

 

 Back to the current condition: 
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As far as the problems of the region are harsh and unsustainable at least in demographic and social 

terms, the fears of reaching the critical limit of irreversible degradation are real, and the means to solve these 

problems go beyond traditional prescriptions. 

If the aspiration to preserve the natural and cultural integrity of the border region in its presently 

relatively well-preserved species, some barriers to the common are to be overcome: 

A. The main problem of the border region - which must and can be resolved - is the lack of 

synchronization in the region's governance and, in particular, the lack of a single responsible governance 

body. There are currently 16 departments, institutions or administrations responsible for the Nature Park, 

which simply makes systemic policy in the region impossible. Management of the Nature Park, forestry, 

local government, district administration, several ministries and state agencies: everyone does something for 

Strandzha, but because the problems of the mountain are too big, the effect of these fragmented actions is 

limited and is lost on the big and desolate territory. You need to think seriously about the entire border 

region. 

The only way is through centralized management of the region, which has to overcome the restrictions of the 

territorial-administrative division, that an ambitious and comprehensive program for the revival of Strandzha 

can be implemented. As the comparison with the French Nature Park “Seven” has shown, there are 

precedents in the European Union where a historical site is managed as an integral whole, which unites 

territories from different areas. This is done by a state-owned company that allocates a serious budget. Even 

less, regional aid for Strandzha is not insignificant; however, it is devoid of a targeting organ, and as it can 

not achieve a concentrated effect, it eventually fades over time. 
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B. Priority Development of Infrastructure. Without wasting resources on new roads, bringing 

existing roads to an acceptable state - a key issue for tourism development. Improve the condition of forest 

roads through funding from the Forest Investment Fund. Infrastructure development should set realistic goals 

and bring projects to completion before planning and spending money on a new project. 

C. Demilitarization  of Strandzha-Sakar: It is annoying in a region so persistently advertised for 

tourism, that the approaches to some of the most attractive places for tourists, such as Mount Papia, are 

marked with signs "Shoot without warning". During the first decades of the totalitarian regime Strandzha is 

seen as the outpost in a possible war and the feeling still has not dissipated. In order for the region to prosper 

with tourism and to attract new populations, it is imperative dismantling of wire border fences, eliminating 

unnecessary military facilities and urgent briefing border troops towards more polite to tourists. Strong 

support is the idea when removing wire enclosures to keep a section with border tower and site to be exposed 

as a museum - the wire of the Iron Curtain. This idea has the potential to integrate into the European cycling 

route "The Road to the Iron Curtain". 

D. This measure should be combined with some forms of tax privilege, such as a tax exemption for 

certified as a sustainable business in Strandzha-Sakar for a fixed period of time, for example 5 years. While 

in the foreign domination of the prosperous Strandzha (Hasekiyata) has benefited from a simplified tax 

regime, there is no such practice in the western region in the national borders today. 

E. The potential of the region related to the anthropogenic tourism, which is the mainstay of the 

thousands of cultural monuments from the pre-New Age to the present day, is very large. Visits to 

Mishkova niva, Paleokastro, Voden, Propada, Begliktash, Sozopol, Megalithi, Paleokastro, Bukelon, 

Michalic, Castra rubra and other anthropogenic cultural landmarks in the border region. Because of 
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the relatively difficult access to interesting archaeological sites, tourists need the support of a tourist guide. It 

is necessary to create and maintain transport, social and tourist infrastructure to each of the designated sites. 

It requires a list of sites that receive the appropriate attention from a state and local authority to become a 

tourist-centered year-round center. There is a need for a specialized demographic potential that is not 

available now and will be a great difficulty for the local community. 

But whatever achievements in agriculture will be achieved, the region will not be able to achieve a 

more sustainable sustainable development without any improvement in the demographic picture, which is 

terrible at the moment. 

There are forms of settlement that are not sustainable, but there are also sustainable ones: 

encouragement of return, family farms, creation of labor demand by encouraging producer cooperatives, tax 

incentives for companies to close production cycles, etc. The state and the municipalities have serious and 

pressing tasks to implement in Strandzha. If left to the forces of self-organization, the region will develop 

entropy, allowing for the existence of the ultimately undesirable manifestations of regional feudalism; 

weakened authority of the law with growing cases of poaching, treasure hunting, empowerment and self-

government; destruction of material and loss of intangible cultural heritage. If we do not count the 

gypsyfication, an even more pronounced demographic vacuum will be formed, which is not recommended 

for a border region. 

Are there sustainable perspectives for the development of Strandzha 

 In 1978, the Bulgarian Territorial Planning Specialists, working on the Strandzha-Sakar program, 

predicted that until 2000 the Strandzha population could finally disappear and in its place could come 

tourists who leave the industrial centers on weekends and go to the villas You are in the mountains to watch 
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vegetables. It is obvious that this scenario did not take place, despite the severe demographic reality in the 

Strandzha Mountain, the Dervent Heights and the Sakar Mountains, which form the South Border Bulgaria. 

In this sense, the grim predictions that have been made have not been realized, but in general the 

demographic picture of the region is pathetic and deplorable. Sixty years ago, this border area was booming, 

villages full of young people, schools with children's woods and the field of workers, and today a human 

wasteland and the ruin of the creature before us. But even assuming that the people of Strandzha, Ravnogorie 

and Sakar Mountain will remain and return to their native land, for many years the population density in the 

region will remain below the national average. There is no reason to expect a sudden boom in infrastructure, 

nor the potential of anthropogenic cultural tourism, given the current base, can reach scales to ensure 

regional prosperity. 

With only a quick, careful and large-scale regional policy directed by the state, Strandzha-Sakar can 

achieve improvements and sustainability in development. This policy should aim primarily at creating a 

livelihood that leads to labor demand, which in turn will motivate the stay and return. At the same time, 

governments must invest in infrastructure improvements to make Strandzha-Sakar more attractive to urban 

migrants. Many of these people, eventually, or their children and relatives would return to their native lands, 

in clean and environmentally friendly environments, would also develop economic activity in the region: 

they would have an interest in growing essential crops and herbs, apricots, permaship gardens, educational 

youth centers and others. I hope that such times will come. 

If Bulgaria is aware that Strandzha-Sakar is not exactly a peripheral region of Bulgaria, but a bluff of 

the European Union on the civilization border with Turkey, the case has different dimensions. 

Sooner or later, the demographic vacuum in Strandzha-Sakar will enter the European policy agenda. 
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The big question is whether the region is going to preserve its natural wealth at this point, worthy to be 

called the window of southern Europe, or the entropy will win. 

  Is it a hopeless task, is there a way out and a good will? 

The Strandzha Mountain, the Dervent Heights and the Sakar Mountain are entrusted with responsible 

guarding of a generation that is still wandering, which was completely destroyed by the Communist meat 

mincer, a generation that is taught to blame its homeland instead of changing it to become is living well in it, 

a generation that, instead of resisting its rights to a better life here, catches its way and flees the world, for it 

is easier, a generation of unprofitable people, a generation that has only recently realized there is wealth 

given by the God that the evergreen shrubs in 

The area has a great wealth that scatters, and it has a huge value that is not yet fully known. For now, 

value is primarily potential, but there is already a specific economic expression. The estimated 5 or 10 billion 

leva worth of ecosystem services of the Strandzha Nature Park are probably only part of the true value of the 

genetic resource hidden in this "Habitat Bank". The goal of sustainable development management is to 

preserve and increase the potential value, while more and more of it is materialized within the local 

community. 

The analysis shows that the region has the capacity to generate sustainable revenues and maintain a 

significantly larger population. The current state of the population, livelihoods and infrastructure in the 

mountain should be seen as a failure of government. None of the questions that have been raised for decades: 

the removal of the wire fence, demilitarization, the limitation of the economic use of oak forests, the creation 

of an attractive all-year tourist infrastructure, the improvement of the communal infrastructure, the effective 

protection of the sea area from building interests and pollution, is not finally settled. 
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The more the support for the Strandzha Mountain, the Dervent Heights, the Sakar Mountains is 

postponed, the more radical and expensive the measures will be needed to restore the social and economic 

fabric of the region. More unconventional measures such as state promotion of closed production cycles and 

circulation of regional currency, massive advertising of the region, modern infrastructure are now needed. 

The time in which to do something, that is, there is still something to keep out of the reserves, there is less. 

We are yet to learn more about the natural, ethnographic and archaeological treasures of Strandzha - 

Sakar - and the aim is to extend our knowledge to live and whole samples, not to memories. This rich but 

endangered region is within 100 years of the country's borders and still has an acute need for competent 

regional policy and state encouragement. Bulgarian history has shown that the Strandzha-Sakar problem can 

not be solved by pouring money or people - but with care and care. Strandzha - Sakar is like a stone of truth. 

The rescue of South-frontier Border Bulgaria is a cause that can become the greatest historical merit for the 

next Bulgarian governments. 
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This materıal has been produced with the assistance of the European Union through the Interreg-IPA CBC Bulgaria 

- Turkey Programme, CCI No 2014TC16I5CB005. The contents of this material are the sole responsibility of Salted 

Winds Association and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union or the Managing Authority 

of the Programme. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


